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PREFACE. 



The human race is often represented as one 
great family. Could we climb to the summit of 
some lofty mountain, or stand outside the ^orld, 
and view the teeming myriads within its inclosure, 
how impressive and affecting would be the scene ! 
Especially when we consider that these immortal 
beings are moving on to the grave, impelled by a 
force as resistless as that which regulates the tides, 
c<mtrolsiheelements,,to.^#l^$lanetsintheir 
spheres. We aret^^lii^^^erj^a^ the Persian 
monarch, when surv(By|bgl"fil8 Vast army, burst 
into tears, to think that in less than a himdred 
years every one of them would be dead ,* and, per- 
haps, his thoughts extended no further than the 
grave. And is it not enough to produce a sigh, 
and excite a tear, when we recollect that in a short 
time every member of the human family will not 
only die, but be an inhabitant of heaven or hell ? 



IV. 

« One generation passeth away, and^another Com- 
eth/' The population of the globe is estimated 
at one thousand millions, and of this^ number 
there are only about two hundred and sixty millions 
who are the reputed followers of Christ ; the rest 
are living " without hope, and without God in the 
world.'' To a pious mind, the spiritual condition 
of the world is far from being satisfactory. But 
it is not so much our object in the following pages 
to contemplate the £a.mily of earth as a whole, 
as to notice those members of it known by their love 
and subjection to their Heavenly Parent. It is a 
mournful fact that those so distinguished form but 
a small portion of the immense community. Nor 
is the reader's attention totally confined to this 
world, but is also directed to the abode and happi- 
ness of those who are ever with the Lord. 

As the present life is but the infancy of our being, 
and the prelude to a state of interminable existence 
beyond the grave, it is highly important that we 
should have correct views of our obligations and 
responsibilities to God, in order to answer the de- 
sign of our creation, and finally be admitted to 
the home of the glorified. 



V. 

An earnest desire to do good has induced the 
writer to send his '' Glimpses'* mto>^G world, in the 
hope that they may he accompanied hy the Divine 
blessing, and allure " to brighter worlds* above." 
Scraps of time have been profitably employed in 
preparing this little volume for the press ; and if 
the reader is as much interested in the subjects of 
which it treats as' the writer, he will derive some 
benefit from the perusal of its pages. While it is 
especially adapted to the youthful reader, and is a 
suitable reward book for Sunday School Scholars ; it 
nevertheless contains a portion of meat in due season 
for the afflicted, bereaved, toil-worn, and heaven 
aspiring Christian. And should this small treatise 
be the means of encouraging believers in their 
homeward journey, and contribute to the increase 
of the heavenly family, it will be an ample recom- 
pence for the time and labour expended in its pre- 
paration. That the book, notwithstanding its 
imperfections, may be hailed as a well-meant 
effort, and be made a blessing to thousands, is the 
desire and prayer of 

THE AUTHOR. 

13, Westbrook-Terrace, Bradford, YorkBhirCj 
October 1st, 1868. 
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GLIMPSES OF BOTH WORLDS. 



OHAPTBE I. 

THE HEAD OF THE PAHILT. 

Gob is the Parent of the universe. '^ In the 
beginning Qod created the heaven and the earth.'* 
Bat this statement, notwithstanding its authority, 
atheists have attempted to refute. And what is 
atheism ? It is a dark void, its creed is a string 
of falsehood, and a catalogue of negatives. It is 
opposed to reason, and to the Bible, and is £sital 
to man's hopes and happiness. To deny the 
existence of a Supreme Being, and dismiss the 
impression of a fiiture state from the mind, must, 
we presume, be a difficult matter. "To look 
around upon the earth and see no Qod — ^back into 
the past, and forward into the future, and find no 
God — all is dark and dead — ^to believe oneself to 

B 
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be an orphan in the universe, the victim of blind 
chance, or blinder fate, over whom the stars roll 
darkling, and for whom there is no Creator in the 
past, no guide and providence for the present, nor 
judge for the future." 

The atheist knows no Qod, consequently ac- 
knowledges no relation to any. Some, professed- 
ly, regard the earth, the ocean, and the heavens — 
the peali;ng thunder, the vivid lightning, the 
fruitful rain, the fowls of the air, the fishes of 
the sea, the cattle upon a thousand hills, and man's 
fearfully and wonderfully organised frame, as the 
productions of chance: accordingly he confesses 
no obligation to a higher Power. 

Such men, if worthy the name, err in vision, 
and stumble in judgment. A godless creed is as 
a baneful upas, a desolating malaria, and a ruin- 
ous guide; inasmuch as it ''would fain consign 
man's soul to annthifation, and sink his grave 
beneath the hearing of the archangers voice/' and 
inscribe on his tombstone, '' Death is an eternal 
sleep." The folly of these mistaken theorists is 
very conspicuous. 

Strike the sun firom the &inament, and the 
earth is mantied in darkness; arrest the tides 
of the ocean, and the waters are stagnant; de- 
stroy vegetation, and the world is a wilderness. 
Deny the existence of a Creator, and you grope 
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for the gates of wisdom without a star-beam to 
light the way. Happiness is only a name, the 
Bible a forgery, religion a delusion, and the future 
all hopelessness. 

The argument of the apostle Paul is worthy of 
notice. '^For every house is builded by some 
man, but He that built all things is God.'' There 
is '' One God and Father of all, who is above all, 

and through all." 

Although we cannot sound the depth of His 
nature, nor by searching find Him out to per- 
fection ; but that He doth ezisty countless atoms of 
proof, and overwheLmiag masses of evidence lie 
on the surface of creation, in addition to the 
elearer and fuller discoveries of revelation. The 
attributes of our heavenly Father ate worthy of 
consideration. Observe^ 

1. JBis Power. " He hath made the earth by 
hiB power," *' and the heavens are the work of his 
hands." He moulded the earth into shape and 
order, clarified the duU atmosphere, fixed the 
limits of the ocean, subject to tiiie laws of gravi- 
tation, disentangled the air from the fiuid mass, 
reared the mountains, clothed the valleys, beau- 
tified and enriched the face of nature. He fixed 
the orb of day a convenient distance from this and 
other planets, impregnated the waters with life, 
fastened thfe foundations of the earth, placed 
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fingers on the dial plato of the uniTene, motioned 
the pendulum of time, and started the earth on 
her journey round the sun. He treasured up the 
snow and the hail, and caused the light to Irayel 
on the wings of the innd with amazing rapidity 
to the ends of the earth. He is the Father of the 
rain, and has crystalized, and rounded the dew 
drops of the morning. "He stretcheth out the 
north over the empty place, and hangeth the earth 
upon nothing/' And to complete the works of 
creation, he said, '' Let us make man," and forth- 
with particles of dust were compounded into a 
human hody, and He " hreathed into his nostrils 
the breath of life, and man became a living soul.'' 
His infinite power is manifest in the ffovemmmt 
of the world. " He ruleth by his power for ever ; 
his eyes behold the nations." His mighty arm 
holds the stars in their courses, and preserves the 
planets in their spheres. The earth, when com- 
pared with the other parts of Jehovah's works, is 
a mere speck on the map of the universe, a frac- 
tional item in His inventory, or but a small article 
in His catalogue. Afber every discovery which is 
made, every secret which is disclosed, and every 
new effect which is produced, we must confess 
that we have but a partial or very imperfect know- 
ledge of the works of God. Creation is out of our 
depth, and beyond the reach of the intellectual 
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grasp of l^te beings. Solomon, with all the 
knowledge he possessed, confessed his great 
ignoranoe of this subject. ' * Then I beheld all the 
works of God, that a man cannot find out the 
work that is done nnder the son: because, though 
a man labour to seek it out, yet he shall not find 
it; yea, farther, though a wise man think to know 
it, yet shall he not be able to find it" 

2. Sm WMom, — ^This is seen in the diversity 
of his works. ''Were man left to form things, he 
wouldmakealluniform: hewould make all the flow- 
ers to grow in beautiful rows, and all the stars in 
cirdes ; but Gk>d has left the clouds in their dis- 
hevelled magnificence and beauty, and he has 
scattered the stars like gems in the finnament, 
' One star differing from another star in glory.' " 

We might refer to the pebble on the sea ^ore, 
and the ponderous mountain, whose summit is 
lost in the clouds, and whose shadows stretch far 
hence; to the sleeping lake, and to the rolling ocean. 

In the vegetMe kingdom we behold the tender 
spire of grass, and the sturdy oak of the forest ; 
the delicate primrose, and the ancient palm-tree ; 
the cedar that rears its tall crest to the sky, and 
the herb creeping up the wall; the wild mountain 
daisy bowing in the breeae, and the eultiTated Tine 
bending ^^th rich clusters of fruit. 

The tmmal kingdom also displays the wisdom 

b3 
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of Ood. He is the source of life to all tliat live, 
from the innocent lamb of the field, to the sarage 
king of the forest; from the tiny insect dancing 
in the rays of the son, to the strong eagle perched 
on the crag of the rock; firom the airy and silent 
butterfly, to the noisy lark, warbling her notes 
and mountmg on high ; from the nimble zebra, to 
the unwieldly elephant; from the domesticated 
dog on the hearth rug, to the hippopotamus brows- 
ing upon an island; from the leviathan of the 
deep, to the feeble shrimp in the shallows ; from. 
the chirping grasshopper, to the sweet toned 
nightingale. Numerous tribes of animals exist 
on the earth, some in deserts, in cultivated fields, 
and in the regions of the air. Every sea, river, 
lake, pool, field, wood, mountain, and valley is 
inhabited by millions of animated beings, of every 
species, size, and colour. And they all exist in 
an element adapted to their nature, in this world 
of life. The wisdom of God is not only seen in 
the diversity of His works, but is also manifest, in 
the varied adpeeta they present. View, for in- 
stance, the four seasons. 

Spring. Previous to Spring, the trees, the plants, 
and the fields, appear lifeless. But as this season 
approaches, the face of the earth is renewed, and 
nature wakes up into life, and puts away her 
snowy robe, her ice, and haU, and " stands drest 
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in living green." New eights burst on our view, 
the clouds drop fatness, the wOdemess is glad, the 
leaves unfold, the desert blossoms as the rose, the 
valleys stand thick with com, they laugh and 
sing, and the little hills rejoice. Spectacles of 
delight every where present themselves to our 
eyes, and invite inspection. The shady trees, the 
verdant pastures, the gay flowers, and odoriferous 
shrubs regale our senses, and excite our admiration. 
What colours, skill, taste, and perfection are here ! 
** Solomon, in all his glory, was not arrayed like 
one of these.'' 



■" Who can paint 



Like nature ? Can imagination boast 

Amid his gay creationi hues like these ? 

And can he mix them with that matchless skill, 

And lay them on so delicately fine, 

And lose them in each other, as appears 

In ev'ry bud that blows ?'* 

'' For lo ! the winter is past, the rain !s over and 
gone. The flowers appear on the earth ,* and the 
time of the singing of birds is come, and the 
voice of the turtle is heard in our land." 

Summer. — ^There is '* first the blade, then the 
ear^ after that the fiill com in the ear. But when 
the fruit is brought forth, immediately he putteth 
in the siokle, because the har\'est is come." 
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** Lift up your eyes, and look on the fLdds, for 
they are white already to haryesf The fruits 
of the earth are ripe, and the earth is full of His 
riches. 

Auiumn. — ^Now the leaves fade, wither, fidl 
from the trees, and blend with the earth. The 
work of decay commences and progresses with 
eonsiderable rapidity. ''The grass withereth, 
and the flower thereof falleth away." 

JFmter. — ^The yegetable creation now assumes 
a different aspect from the seasons just alluded to, 
and is another proof of infinite wisdom. The 
fields are stripped of their embroidery, and the 
herbs languish. The trees of the forest are shorn 
of their foliage, are torn up occasionally by strong 
winds, or scathed by the lightning, and stand as 
lifeless trunks. Northern blasts hare scattered 
the rose from its stem, and its shriYelled pedestal 
is only a feeble relic of faded beauty and wasted 
fragrance. It is a season of dreariness and sterility. 
Cold winds blow, the waters are frozen, the snow 
descends and sometimes buries the hungry sheep, 
and entombs the bewildered traveUer. " He hath 
made everytiiing beautiful in his time." " I love," 
says the late Mr. Jay, " to see the figures which the 
frost has painted on the glass. I love to watch 
the redbreast with his slender legs, standing at the 
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window, and knocking with his bill to ask for the 
<»rumb8 which fall from the table. I love to 
obseire the husbandman carrying forth the pro- 
vender for his harmless charge, while the creatures 
of his care, not with boisterous impatience, but 
with waiting ejes turned towards the place of their 
supplies, ask for their '* meat in due season." — 
And I here see one of the many ways in which 
'' He openeth his hand, and satisfieth the desire of 
every living thing." 

And mark the regtdarUy of the seasons, in 
their diurnal and annual revolutions in accordance 
with the promise mad^ immediately after the 
deluge. '' While the earth remaineth, seed-time 
and harvest, and cold and heat, and summer and 
winter, and day and night, shall not cease." 
The diversity and phenomena of nature not only 
declare the wisdom and glory of God, but also 
teach us many important and useful lessons. 
Spring reminds us of our youthful days ; Summer 
of our maturity and strength ; Autumn of our 
decline; and Winter the necessity of working 
while it is day. Nor should we forget how rapidly 
these seasons pass away. The earth is lighted up 
with His glory, wreathed with His divinity, 
aboimds with wonders, and is crowned with a 
diadem of goodness. 

3. H%$ Ow»t>re««w?tf.— *' Whither shall I go 
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from thy spirit ? Or whither shall I flee fi^m thy 
presence? If I ascend up into heaven, thou art 
there. If I make my bed in hell, behold thoa art 
there. If I take the wings of the morning, and 
dwell in the uttermost part of the sea ; even there 
shall thy hand lead me, and thy right hand shall 
hold me.'' It pervades all space, and is felt 
through all time. It reaches the deepest caverns 
where the light of day never penetrates, and the 
highest mountains around whose brows the storms 
are driven. It is in the noontide heat, and the 
midnight breeze, in the storm, and in the calm. 
It extendeth to all worldn, and all beings. " Do 
not I fill heaven and earth, saith the Lord ?" 

4. Bm OmntBcienee. — ''Can any hide himself 
in secret places that I shall not see him? He is 
acquainted with the past, present, and future. 
Nothing escapes His notice. " From the seraph 
that kneels on the footsteps of His burning throne, 
to the pebbles that pave the sunless caverns of 
the deep, all is seen, and all is heard. No note 
of happiness or sorrow escapes His ear. The.wail 
of a nation, and the cry of the young raven oome 
up together before Him.'' If then He is cognisant 
of every action, and knows the thoughts of every 
heart, that fact ought to produce a powerfiil 
impression on our minds, and induce us to act as in 
His sight. 
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5. Em Goodness, — " The Lord is good/' Good- 
ness signifies benevolence, a disposition to impart 
happiness to His creatures. This is demonstrated 
in His great gift to the world. ** He gave his only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him 
should not perish, but have everlasting life." In the 
blessings He hath procured for a wretched hell- 
deserving race. Pardon, peace, holiness, and 
heaven, areattainiable through the Saviour's death 
on the cross. In the provision He has made for our 
temporal and spiritual welfare for time and for 
eternity. In His providential dealings with 
individuab, families, communities, and nations, 
many instances of which are recorded in the 
Scriptures. In His care for the brute creation; 
He provides for the cattle, and supplies the wants 
of the feathered tribes. He teaches the bird to 
buHd its nest, the spider to weave his web, the 
bee to construct its cell, and the ass to know '' his 
master's crib." The heavens declare Hi» glory, 
and the earth is full of His goodness. He is not 
only good, but just,' holy, faithful, and indepen- 
dent. 

6. Mu IrnvmUbUUy, — ''He is the same 
yesterday, to-day, and for ever." The earth, the 
air,, and the waters, change. Men alter in^their 
persons, vary in their opinions, and change their 
places of abode. Fickleness is a characteristio 
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peculiar to man, but inapplicable to God. Empires 
may rise and fall, the mountains may depart, and 
the rocks decay ; the stars may lose their lustre, 
the moon ** grow dim with age/' the tides may 
forget their return, the heavens may wax old, and 
time expire, but, ** I am the Lord, I change not." 
7. -Hw Patemttp, — ^Various as are the repre- 
sentations of the DiTine character given by the 
inspired writers, perhaps no view is more important 
and encouraging than that which presents Him as 
the Parent of a numerous offspring. Concerning 
our origin we may say, '' Lord, thou art our 
Father, we are the clay, and thou our potter ; and 
we are the work of thy hands.'' We are His 
people, and the sheep of His pasture. 

'' His soyereign power without our aid, 
Made us of day and formed us men/' 

Not only have we derived our life firom Him, but 
we are sustained in the circle of His almighty 
grasp. '* In Him we live, and move, and have 
our being." 

But there is a relationship which comprehends 
more than that of Creator, Preserver, and Benefac- 
tor, namely, that which arises firom our union 
with Christ, and which enables all christians to 
call God, "our Father." When we believe in 
Christ, and are 'made partakers of the Divine 
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nature, Ood becomes oar Father in the most 
endearing sense. *' As many as received him, to 
th^n gaye he power to become the sons of God, 
even to them that believe on his name." 

An old writer says, '' The head in the natural 
body is the seat of life, the body may be bruised 
and mangled, an arm or a finger, a foot or a leg 
may be amputated, yet life may remain, but sepa- 
rate the head, and the body dies immediately. 
In like manner Jehovah is the source of life to idl 
the members of his family. Natural, spiritual, 
and eternal life are in him.'' His children are the 
especial olrjects of His love; they are to him a pe- 
culiar treasure above all people, whether suffering 
on earth, or rejoicing in heaven. 



CHAPTER II. 



THE MEMBEH8 OF WHOM IT IS COMPOSED. 

It 10 designated the '< family of heaven and 
earth." It consists of two parts, (me on earth) 
the -other in heayen, the militant and trimn^Hatit) 
the viflible and invisil^le. The census pf a nation 
may be taken oorreeliy fay care^ investigation^ a 
nobleman's estate may be measoredi and Its guality 
and value ascertained, the inhabitants of the etfrth 
may be classified, and their character and condi- 
tion determined. But who can unit the hosts of 
heaven, or fully describe the residence and state 
of those who are ever with the Lord ? It is tme, 
we know something of a fu^jpre world, but not 
from the disclosures of heathen philosophers, the 
volume of nature, nor " the pale moonbeam of 
human reason," but from the Scriptures. '' life 
and immortality are brought to light by the 
gospeL" 

Probably many illiterate OhristianB of this day 
know more of heaven, and see the way more 



27 



clearly than did the eagled^eyed sages of classic 
Greece^ or imperial Borne. Men may look up to 
the stars, sail on the waters, examine rocks, ex- 
plore Y6lcanic ctutersi and delve beneath the crnst 
of the earth, under soientifio direction; but no 
legible and satisfactory record can be found concern- 
ing the Ufe which is to come. Oar knowledge is 
imported. On the deep and mysterious subject of 
a future state, revelatian alone flings a beam, or 
rather pomrs a flood of light, makes known iti» 
solenm nsfalities, and piotfeerd the way for our 
thoughts and aspirations heavenward. The fam- 
ily is oomposed of 

1. Anff4U.-^Thoae who have kept their first 
estate are yet in the family above. All we know 
of the angels of God, is from the Scriptorefi. They 
are an order of pure, ititelligent, and immortsd 
beings. They are dktingaished for their great 
strength, amazing velocity, p^rompt obedience, 
benevolent ministrationB, perennial joy, countless 
iramber, and jubilant ascriptionB. ''And I beheld, 
andlheardthe voioeof many angels roundabout the 
throne, and the number of them was ten thousand 
times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands ; 
saying, with a loud voice, worthy is the Lamb 
that was slain," &g. Rev. v. 11, 12. 

Here we have one hundred millions, and to this 
number must bo added " thousands of thousands." 
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heaven." llillions of infants hare opened their 
eyesy breathed a ahott time^ then dosed them 
in death. Some have survived a few weeks or 
months, then have expired. These ivy tendrils 
have been riven from the parent stem; these 
saplings were no sooner planted than they were 
broken by the "winds untimely blast;" these 
flowers were closed in the bad, then transplanted 
in a more congenial dime ; these morning dew- 
drops fell from the vine and could not be gathered 
up again ; these stars twinkled awhile, then shot 
unseen into the third heavens, or passed into the 
light of eternity. Their sun rose and set before 
noon. Brief was their stay on earth. They 
alighted here, straggled, wept, and disappeared, 
but they are not lost, they are in heaven. 

Infants have not actually sinned, their intellec - 
tual faculties are not sufficiently devdoped, by 
which a sense of right and wrong can be recognised. 
They are not accountable for what they cannot 
comprehend, nor are they governed by law, for 
they are destitute of moral susceptibility. 

They have not sinned after tiie siinilitude of 
Adam^s transgression. To say that any are 
eonsigned to perdition on account of the sin of 
our first parents, is an assertion without proof, 
a statement which has no foundation in the 
Scriptures. It is personal and actud sin for 
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\?hicb responsible beings will be judged at ibe 
last day. Kot only are the infants of Cbristian. 
parents taken to heaven when they die, but those 
also of the benighted heathen abroad, and the 
irreligious at home. Those who have been thrown 
into the streets as soon as they were bom, as in 
China, or hurled into the jaws of the alligator, or. 
o£Eered in sacrifice to idols, as in India, and other, 
countries. Through the atonement of Christ, the 
rilest transgressor may obtain forgiveness, a fact^ 
which removes all doubt, as to its e£ioacy to save 
infants who have committed no evil. 

** The mother, who has watch'd with sleepless eye 
Her babe, and tock'd with tireless foot the whil« ; 

And when she saw the little sufferer die, 
Bow'd her meek head, and wept in silent agony ; 

Fancies she hears, in yonder starry isle, 
Her little cherub's Toice, and sees his angel smile.*' 

The doctrine of infant reprobation is erroneous, 
unreasonable, and unjust. The man who clings 
to this doctrine, is neither sound in his judgment, 
nor wise in his conclusions ; we pity his mental 
imbecility, but repudiate his spurious notions. 
We attempt not to describe their form or stature 
in the heavenly world, nor determine the degree 
of their happiness. For it doth not yet appear, 
what thetf are, nor what we shall be. It is enough 
to know that they are in heaven, and w^ may go 
thither also. 
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4. LtHh Chdldren. — ^These, imdonbtedly, fonn 
a great part of the femily above. We are told 
that one-half of the human race die under seven 
years of age. Glnldren have capacity, perhaps 
in many instances, much more than we usually 
place to their credit. Th^ have perception^ are 
capable of conversion, may become children of 
Ood, and heirs of heaven. The Scriptmres war- 
rant thiff idea, they teach and ^iforce this doctrine. 
Seligiouwas early developed in the ccmduct of 
Samuel, Josiah, Obadiah, Timotibiy, and dl&enL 
Those converted when they are ch]ldlfeii> and die 
when they are young, and those who depart in a 
state of non-accountability, go to heav^. 

Miss Dinah Dowdney, Qf Porteea, who died at 
nine years of age, one day in her illness said' to 
her aunt, with whom she lived, ''When I am 
•dead, I should like Mr. GrifiSn to preach a sermon 
io children, to persuade them to love Jesus Christ, 
to obey their parents, not to tell lies, but to think 
of going to heaven. I have been thinking," sdid 
she, ''what text I should like him to pi^ch 6om, 
2 Kings iv. 26. You are the Shunammite, Mir. G. 
is the prophet, and I am the Shunatnmite's child. 
When I am dead I dare say you will be grieved, 
though you need not. The prophet will come to 
«ee you, and when lie says, " How is it with the 
-cMd?*' Tou may say, " It is well." I am sure 
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it will then be well with me, for I shall be in 
heayen, singing the praises of Qod. You onght 
to think it well too." 

Volumes might be filled with the last words of 
youthful Christians. The following from the pen 
of the Editor of Krummacher's ''Elisha/' is 
worthy of notice, the particulars were related to 
him by the father of the child. A young boy, 
who had been distinguished for his piety, and who 
had receiyed an early call to his rest, was lying 
on the morning of his departure, in a state of 
singular calmness — ^the pains which had broken 
down his strength were departed. One by one, at 
his particular request, he had bid adieu to each 
member of the family — the sun broke faintly 
through the small window, and fell with its soften- 
ed radiance on his face — ^his mother with compress- 
ed grief was kneeling with concealed and tearful 
prayer on one side of the bed, while his father, 
with ill-restrained emotion stool upon the other, 
holding his little hand. Qod alone was with 
them. With pallid yet cheerful countenance the 
child lay for a few minutes with his eyes dosed 
firom the exhaustion of the farewell he had just 
passed through, when opening them again, he 
looked first with a smile of afiection upon his 
father, and then towards a remote part of the 
room, when haying dwelt for a i^ort v)eriod, with 
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an expression of delighted amazement he exclaim- 
ed, " How beautiful — see, father, see !" " Where, 
my boy," was the reply. " There, fath^, there ! 
oh, so bright and beautiM — ^I cannot tell how 
beautiful ; and see ! they beckcm me away — come, 
father, come,'*—- a smile settled on his lips, it 
playedy it fixed— a slight pressure of his father's 
handi, and his soul had fled. 

5. AU Ckfisitatu, — ^The other ^«tt of this 
family iaon earth. It is one fasuly, but in sepa- 
rate states andiprovinces,^ abore and beneatJi. The 
latter portion of itds conipoBed of aH christiaas, 
itzespective of name, place, and csrcramstaifioes. 
''OodiaiaO'reBpeeter<MPpet8onb, but ixtjerery nation 
he that feareth him, and woriceth righteon^ness, 
is accepted with him." 

At first, the family was embodied in one man, 
Adam, the federal head. After theddlage, Noah 
and }n& wife, Shem, Ham, Japheth, and their 
three wives, constituted the isimily of ea3*th and 
formed the nudens of society. But at no period 
according to the increase of population, has there 
been a proportionate accession to the> '* household 
of faith;" and even now, the children of God are 
comparatively few, while Satan numbers his sub- 
jects by millions. '' Strait is the gate, and nairow 
is the way which leadeth unto life, and few there 
be that find it." 



CHAPTER III. 



^E IHITIL'EOXS fTHICH THET POSSESST. 



In this ehi^yter our attention will be directed) 
io /8ome of the iimniintties which the children of 
6f>d enjoy in tbek probationary ststte. A good' 
fflttiier I0T68 his children^ they are near and dear 
to hkn. As an evidence of his love, he provides 
fof their wants, endeavours to secure them food, 
raiment; and habitation, and also governs, in- 
fitmcts, and correcti^ them. 

And if an earthly parent manifests so much 
sympathy and solicitude for the welfare of his 
ofb^dng, how much more deeply concerned is our 
heaarenly Father, for the present and everlasting 
happiness of those who keep His commandments ! 
73iink of His unbounded love, His infinite goodness, 
fik long-suffering, and constant care manifestedf 
towards His ohSidren. " If ye then, being evili^ 
know how to give good gifts unto your ohndren,^ 
how mueh more i^all your Father which is inr 
heav^en, give good things to them that ask him ?'^ 
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They possess peculiar prWileges, — we will 
glance tit a few of them. 

1. Instruction, — "All thy children shall be 
taught of the Lord." We admit the necessity 
and importance of instruction. Parents are to 
instruct their children, this is not optional, but 
an imperative duty. " And these words, which 
I command thee this day, shall be in thine heart : 
and thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy 
children, and shalt talk of them when thou sittest 
in thine house, and when thou walkest by ihe way, 
and when thou liest down, and when thou risest 
up." Secular instruction is valuable, but religious 
knowledge is the most important; the former 
expands and cultivates the intellect, the latter 
purifies and regulates the heart. 

The necessity of divine illuminatifOn and in^ 
struction is obvious. " The things of God knoweth 
no man, but the Spirit of God." " Without divine 
teaching, we shall meet with darkness in the day 
time, and grope at noon day as in the night." 
God instructs them by His word. The sacred 
Scriptures are illumniated, and oast their silvery 
beams over the dark pathway of life. In them 
they have a clear view of the designs of their 
heavenly Parent, the relationship they sustain to 
Him, and to each other. Their duties and re- 
sponBibilitics are set forth as if written with a 
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Bunbeam. " He wlio runs may read." They ara 
the traveller's lamp, and the mariner^s chart to* 
eternal life. 

He also inBtructa them by .His Spirit, The 
Holy Qhost is the agent of their spiritual discern- 
ment. Christy prior to his ascension, said to His- 
sorrowing disciples, ** The comforter, which is the 
Holy Ghost, whom the Father shall send in my 
namcj he shidl teach you aU things." It is tho 
ofilce of tho Holy Spirit to counsel, instruct, 
and guide into all truth. " He shall glorify me ^ 
for he shall receive of mine, and shall shew it 
unto you." 

The children of God may not be so much dis- 
tinguished for their intellectual attainments, as 
for their piety. They are not all astronomers 
like Newton, nor logicians like Whateley, nor 
historians like Alison, nor poets like Young, nor 
commen;tators like Clarke, nor linguists like 
Burritt, nor philosophers like Dick, nor authors^ 
like Cumming, nor editors like Campbell, nor 
theologians like Cooke, but they have sat at the 
Saviour's feet and received their instruction from 
the great Teacher, who said, ** Learn of me." 

Probably they are better acquainted with the 
spiritual, than with the physical sciences, if suclir 
they may be called. If we may apply the terma 
commonly used to denote scientific subjccti«, iiu. 
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illuBtraiing spiritual Hiiiigs, we may observe, that 
as geologists, they hsve a knowledge of the *' Bock 
of Ages/' and the " White Stone.'' As hotanistsy 
they are familiar wilh the ** Bose of Sharon," the 
« lily of the Valley," and the "Plant of Benown." 
As astronomers, Ihey have beh^d " The Bright 
and Morning Star," and viewed the progreas of 
the "Snn of Bighteousness" to his meridian, with 
ecstatic joy. As arithmeticians, they '' Number 
their Days," and " Beckon that the sufferings of 
the present time are not to be compared with the 
glory that shall be revealed." They haye studied 
the philosophy of salvation, and acquired a know- 
ledge of the ** Forgiyeness of Sins," by faith in 
^e Bedeemer. 

2. Correction. — " Furthermore we have had 
'fathers of our flesh who corrected us, and we gave 
1;hem reyerenee ; shall we not much rather be in 
'subjection unto the Father of spirits, and live? 
For they verily for a few days chastened us after 
Hheir own pleasure ; but he for our profit, that we 
might be partakers of his holiness." It is a pri- 
vilege, and a mercy too, to be corrected when in 
'^rror, chastised wh^i disobedient,, altiumgh it 
appears to involve a refutation in experience, as 
well as in terms. ^'For no chastening foi? tibe 
iipresent seemeth joyous, but grievous: neverthe- 
-iess, aflerward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of 
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righteousness unto them whioh are exercised 
thereby." 

We mast consider the general character of God's 
deaHngs with His children, and the design of His 
corrections, then we shall be convinced of His Iot- 
ingkindness and tender mercies. That they often 
need correction must be admitted, especially when 
we consider their proneness to forgelfulness, dis- 
obedience, and ingratitude, hence the dcdreable-^ 
ness of a remonstrance. 

At times they may hare to drink of the wonn- 
wood and the gall, and it may be right for their 
heayenly F^tiier to bind them in fetters, uid bold 
them in eords of affiicdon, not for His pkasope, 
but for their profit. The process of correction 
is mercify, even when mingled with the element 
ai seyere affliction, and is intended to wean th^ir 
affections fh>m the world, to awaken heorenly 
aspiratians, to fan the flame of devotion, and to 
promote a closer wtdk with God. 

And if we are correeted in like manner, shall 
we quarrel with the procedure of infinite wisdom, 
or murmur at the remonstrances of Him who 
Bpeliks to us in tenderness and love ? Let us ra- 
ther say, *^ Even so. Father, Ibr it seemeth good 
in thy sight." When we go wrong, or become 
negligent in our duties, the Lord often rebukes* 
us, by imbittering our stolen pkaaures, and hid- 
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ing His face from us, aad we haeve to retire into 
solitude to weep and mourn, or into the closet to 
pray. ** The sun is nerer so much noticed as 
when bclipsed^ and perhaps heaven is never so 
fully in our thoughts a§ when the dark shadow of 
some painful bereavement is passing over us." 

His corrections are founded upon the principles 
of wisdom, love, and equity. He does not 'Chas- 
tise at random, nor undeservedly, hut wisely and 
when needful. 

S. PnnUction* — ^They are oligeets of paternal 
care. " Casting all your cace upon Him, for He 
oareth for you.'' They are encircled by the -divine 
presence. " The eye of the Lord is upon them 
that fear Him, upon them that hope in his mercy." 
Esther used her influence to preserve her nation, 
and her uncle's house from the wrath of Haman, 
the prime minister of Ahasuerus, when she said, 
'*How can I endure to see the destruction of 
my kindred ?" What dangers parents will brave 
to save their children from destruetion ! Moses, 
when an infemt, was hid three months to save 
his life; then, from fear of detection, he was 
placed in an ark of bulrushes, and laid among 
the flags on the bnnk of the Nile, and his sister 
bUmhI a» a sentinel to see what would become of 
him. 

True parental a£fection will manifest itself. In- 
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stanee tha case of the two females who quarrelled 
about die liying child, then appealed to Solomon fer 
a Tddiet on the ease. Each contended tiiat she wei» 
the mother of the ehild. Solomon, in a yery shrewd 
manner, soon settled the dispute. He ordered a 
sword to be bnmght, and said, *' Divide the liv*. 
ing child in two, and giye one ludf to the one, 
and half to the other.'' Then spake the womaiK 
whose the living child was, far her bowels yearned 
upon h«r son, and said, ^' O, my lord, give her 
the living child, and in no wise slay it" The 
king answered and said, ^'Give her the living: 
child, and in no wise slay it : she is the mother 
thereof." 

The fdOiowiiDg aneedoteia a beautiful illustration. 
ei parental love. In ScoihuMt, a peasant women 
had a ohiM aiiBw weeks old that was seized by 
one of the golden eagles, and borne away in i^ 
talodfs to a lofty erag, on cmeof the most inacoes- 
sible cliffi^ of Sootlandf s bleak hiUs. The mother 
perceiving her loss, hcnrcied to its lescu^ accom- 
panied by others who had rushed to her aid ; anon^ 
they wore at the £M>t of the tremeniboas precipice ;. 
all were anxious to<rii^ their Mves in order to reseaer* 
the little infant;.but how was the crag to be reaohedh 
One tried to dimb, but was obliged to return ^ 
another attempted, and came down injured; b. 
third made'an e&oi^ and one after another failed^ 

3>a 



till a feeliog of despair actuated the crowd as they 
stretched their aching sight to the spot where tho 
stolen injBuit lay. At last, a woman was seen 
climbing first one part and iJica another, and as 
she ascended every heart trembled with alarm > 
they saw her reach the highest crag, and clasp the 
infimt in her bosom^ This daring femde began to 
descend the perilous steep, moving from point to 
point, and while every one thought her n^ct step 
would precipitate her and dadi her to pieces, they 
saw her at length reach the ground, with the child 
safe in her aims. Who was this female ? Why 
did. she succeed when others failed ? It was the 
mother of the child. And what made her over- 
come every obstaisle ? There was a tie between the 
mother's heart and ti^e infant, which drew her to 
its place, and nerved her to encounter every diffi- 
culty, and succeed where all besides had failed. 

If such be the interest parents can take in their 
offspring, what must be the intensity of the 
affection and care Ood has for His people ? 

Protection implies danger. Had man never 
sinned, the world would not have been a wilder- 
ness of briars, venomous reptUes, roaring lions, 
delusive. lights, and perilous pitfalls, fiut on ac- 
count of sin, the path to heaven is through a '^desert 
land,'' and is beset by enemies at every step; 
traps and snares are laid to entangle them, which 
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are covered with attractionB like blooming roses at 
the mouth of a forsaken pit, or resemble fragrant 
flowers on the verge of a fatal precipice. Under 
these circumstances how desirable that they should 
be defended from the assaults of their enemies, 
and be preserved from the allurements of the 
world, and that such may be the case the Scrip- 
tures abundantly affirm. " The name of the Lord 
is a strong tower, the righteous run into it, and 
aresafe.^' He is their hiding place, fortress, and 
and rock of defence. He is their refuge in storms 
of adversity, in the fires of persecution, and in 
the sorrows of affliction. '' For thou. Lord, only 
makest me to dwell in safety.'' '' The very hairs 
of their head are all numbered.'' 

In addition to the evidence adduced from the 
Scriptures, they have the testimony of their own 
experience ; and many like Joshua at the dose of 
an eventful life, can say "not one thing hath 
failed of all the good things which the Lord your 
God spake concerning you; all are come to pass, 
and not one thing hath £uled thereof." 

** Jeitts proteett, my fean begone, 
What can the Rock of Ages move ? 

Safe in thy arms I lay me down, 
Thine everlaiting armt of love." 

4. Si^tport, — The AposUePaul says, "If any man 
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provide not for his own, and ec^^ally for those 
of his own house, he hath denied the faith, and 
is worse than an infideL" Our heavenly Father 
hath proyided for the numero-ns wants of all His 
children, and affords them necessarj support under 
all circumstances. It was fortunate that the little 
afflicted Shunammite had parents to sympathiise 
with him, for when he was seized in the eom field,, 
and cried **mj head, my head," his fiither was on 
the spot, and ordered a lad ta carry him home to 
his mother^ and he- sat on her knees tiU noon, and 
then he died. ** Many are the afflictkms of the 
righteous, bat the Lord delivereth them out of 
them all.'' 

They are characterised by k^plessness and 
inability, they have- no depeudenoe on their own 
resources, nor confidence in their own strength, 
their men^ies are all derived, uiunerited, and yet 
abundaai. Hiwe may be indications of spiritoal 
imbeciUty amofigst t^e children of God, but 
strength is promised and pvoriakm. ftiade for the 
moral sustenance of the fe^lest of the flock, or 
the weakest child in the family group. There ia 
milk for the babes^ bread for the young men ; and 
strong meat for the fathers;, such as they oan digest,, 
and which conduces to their spirkual growth. 

Bishop Hall romarks ** none of his childron can 
ff^ alone, all of them are to be carried, yet they 
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are not left to perish in their weakness ; Ue Will 
render them equal to the difficulties and duties of 
a Christian life; He will afford them seasooable and 
adequate succour 4 His grace shall be sufficient for 
them, and His strength shall be made perfect in 
their weakness." 

How refreshing and encouraging are the promises 
of God. '^f ear thou not, for I am with thee : be 
not dismayed; for lam thy Qod, I will strengthen 
thee ; yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand 
of my righteousness.'' He supplies their wants, 
delivers them in the day of trouble, makes a way 
for their escape out of temptation, blesses them 
when persecuted, bids them rejoice when falsely 
accused, comforts them in their affliction, and in 
death receives them to himself. Thus each want 
has its appropriate supply, each difficulty has its 
guidance, each sorrow its comfort, each conflict 
its victory, each shade its sunshine, and each tear 
its smile. ** As thy day is so shall thy strength 
be." A vast family hang upon His supplies, and 
are shielded by His arm. Well might the psalmist 
say, *' fear the Lord ye his saints, for there 
is no want to them that fear him." 

5. FMowtihip. — " Truly our fellowship is with 
the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ.'' 
Intercourse is common io agreeable families. A 
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child is allowed to come into the prefience of his 
father, to hare frequent interviews with him, to 
share in his smiles^ and to profit by his instme- 
tions. Bhonld the fistther be from home, he holds 
correspondence with his family by letter; he 
informs them where he is, and when distant, often 
describes tbb oonntry, manners, and chaiaoter of 
the inhabitants. » 

Adam, during his innoeenoy, esijoy&di communion 
with God in Eden, but after his expcdsion thence, 
his moral likeness was disfigored, and the com- 
mnnion ceased ; ** And it is only on the gromid of 
the likeness b^g recovered that the fellowship 
ean be restored/' It is restored tSirongh Cftrifil. 
SxLch exercise implies intimacy with, and nearness 
to each other. Abraham in his intercession for 
Sodom, said, '' I have taken npon me to speak unto 
the Lord, who am but dust and ashes.'' It is no 
mean privilege fbr a child of dust and ashes to 
speak unto the Lord of heaven and earth, and to 
participate in the apostolic benediction. " The 
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of 
God, and tlie communion of the Holy Ghost, be 
with you all." 

Mark also his oorrespondence in the shape of 
epistles or letters, which are found in Hisvroitl. 
These communications are descriptive of His chief 
residence, the better country, its aspect, extent, 
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oIiin«ie, produce, and duration. They are full of 
tlie most impertaat information relative to the cha- 
racter, manners, and employment of the inhabit- 
ants, and abound with evidenoes of intense pa- 
temajl affection. 

The priyilege of communion with God belongs 
ezcluaiyely to those who fear him, and ke^ His 
commandments. '' In the absence of this fellow- 
ship," says the Bev. W. Cooke, " there is no reli- 
gion; and, without it, the profession of religion 
is but formality and hypocrisy, which God despises 
and condemns. No external rites, no well-ordered 
ceremonials, no imposing pageantry can be substi- 
tuted .&r this. Even morality and good works, 
apart from this fellowdiip with God, are of no 
avaa." 

This j^vilege is maintained by the constant 
exercise of faith, by fervent prayer, perpetual 
watchfulness, and a faithful obsOTvance of the 
erdinanoea of religion. 

6. EoMur. — '' They that honour me, X aibo will 
honour." Earthly nobility derives its lustre &om 
a weaMi^ ancestry, but has its origin in the dust 
Names, stattons, and tities, unassociated with 
pure religion, are as empty sounds, &ding ^stinc- 
tions, shadowBon 13ie dial, or like sunshineonthe 
sea. it is said, that in the bay of Alexandria, 
in Egypt» fltood the 4»w^ of 3Pharo6» as a light- 
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bouse. On the base of tbe tower the builder had 
inscribed the name of the reigning monarch, in a 
composition which he knew wouM not last long, 
and underneath, deep in marble, he cut his own 
name. The kings name soon perished, but the 
hame of the artist appeared lasting as the marble. 

The names of the children of God may be 
obscured on earth, by the prominency given to the 
names and titles of worldly men ; but the latter 
shall decay, while the namevof the good shall 
endure for ever. 

Christians may be forlorn in their worldly re- 
lations, nevertheless, they are God*s royal cabinet, 
His jewels, and His portion. " Behold what 
manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon 
us, that we should be called the children of God." 
How high their relationship ! How honourable 
their connexions ! How illuBtriou» their descent ! 
God is their Father^ Jesus Christ is- their elder 
brother, their nearest kinsman, whon^ they regard 
as the head and representative of the family in 
heaven and earth. Hence said the Saviour, ** I 
ascend to my Father and your Father, to my God 
and your God." ** And he ie^ not ashamed to call 
them brethren.^ They are entitled to th& family 
inheritance, are admitted to His banqueting 
house, allowed to sit at His table, to partake 
of His favours, to enjoy His salvation, and finally 
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vnU be welcomed to, and crowned in heareni 
The privileges which we have enumerated, in- 
dicate the high honour conferred upon thein. 
'' To him that oyercometh will I grant ix>lai with 
me in my tiirone." *' The same shall be clothed 
in white raiment." ** I will give thee a crown of 
life," and shaU ''Inherit aU things." ''Such 
honour have all the saints." 



CHAPTER IV. 



THE TTNIFORMITT WHTCII THEY EXHIBIT. 

" For ye are all one in Christ Jesus." " Christ 
is all and in all." Saving faith in Christ unites 
all Christians in one grand family union. This 
uniformity consists in, 

1. AchnowUdgmmt. — ^They acknowledge one 
Diyine Head. Minor differences exist among 
Christians on earth, hut they all agree as in primi- 
tive times, in recognising one only chief, Christ, 
as the head of the hody, or the Father of spirits, 
as the Head of the family. Qalatia, Macedonia, 
and Judea, had their churches, hut they were 
united to Christ and to each other, not hy hishops, 
pontiffs, or the huUs of popes, hut hy the faith of 
the heart, which is the essence of true religion. 
All helievers have one common reliance on the 
atoning hlood of the Bedeemer. 

Two heads in a &mily, whose modes of govern- 
ment were opposite, would emhroil the whole 
household. Among the nations and provinces of 
the earth, there is a recognised head, whose name. 
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staiioB, and authority are acknowledged and re- 
spected. One head ia essential, but more than 
one would be disastrous, and would occasion 
disorder and rebellion. 

For instance, on the throne of England sits 
Queen Yictoria, deservedly beloTed by millions of 
her subjects, who are proud to acknowledge her 
their rightful sovereign; but deny to her the 
prerogative of the crown, and discord would ensue. 
Again^ hundreds, and in some instances, thousands 
of operatives are employed by one person, who is 
designated ^^matsteTf' to whom as servants, they 
render obedience. Furthermore, a family has its 
head, to whose authority, if properly exercised, 
due deference ought to be given by the members 
thereof. And if subjection to monarchal, official, 
and parentalauthoriiy is reasonable and legitimate, 
surely the claims of God, the Father of the fieunily 
of heaven and earth, cannot reasonably be disputed. 
He will maintain His authority. ' ' A son honoureth 
his father, and a servant his master: if then I be 
a &ther, where is mine honour? and if I be a 
master, where is my fear ? saithHhe Lord of hosts 
unto you." 

In the family above there is no difference of 
opinion respecting their divine head : on this point 
their views and acknowledgments are in per- 
fect unison. He whose right it is to reign sits 
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upon the throne. He who created all things 
maintains the presidency of His own empire. 
Angels own him their Creator and Lord^ but 
the Saints claim a nearer relationship on account 
of their redemption. Hence they strike a higher 
note than angel harps can reach, or angel 
tongues can sound. Their song of praise swells 
to broader dimensions than the angelic, as they 
exdaim, ''For thou wast slain, and hast redeemed 
us to Ood by thy blood, out of every kindred, and 
tongue, and people, and nation." But all present 
their adoration, praise, and gratitude to Him who 
is the King immortal, the only wise God, to whom 
belongeth power and dominion for oyer. 

2. InUred. — *' There is one body, and one spirit, 
eren as ye are called in one hope of your calling : 
one Lord, one fedth, one baptism, one God and 
Father of all, who is aboTC all, and through all, 
and in you all." 

Each member of the family feels deeply inter- 
ested in the welfieure of the whole household. In 
former days men of divers callings were interested 
in each others tetfiporal affidrs. " The carpenter 
encouraged the goldsmith, and he that smoothed 
with the hammer him that smote the anvil." 
** They helped every one his neighbour ; and every 
one said to his brother, be of good courage." This 
conduct is worthy the imitation of the whole spirit- 
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ual brotherhood, when viewed ia relation to their 
highest interests, and should be proved by a con- 
stant zeal and daily effort to sustain and contri- 
bute to the happiness of each other. All men 
have one common origin. " God hath made of 
one blood all nations of men, is the light which 
revelation has shed on the heavens of humanity, 
amid the jarrings of earth, to prove there was no 
identity in the origin and destiny of the human 
race." 

All the sons and daughters of the Lord Almighty 
are wishfiil to extend the kingdom of Christ, to 
throw off all airs of indifference, to discharge 
faithfully every social and moral obligation, and 
unite in earnest unflagging effort to augment the 
heavenly family. 

The members of the &miiy above are one in 
interest, in all that relates to the glory of God, the 
honour of Christ, and the well-being of man. 
Their elevation, pure enjoyment, delightful exer- 
cises, noble eompeers, and unbroken communings, 
do not preclude their interest in the church mili- 
tant. '^Thereis joy in the presence of the angels 
of God over one sinner that repenteth." And is 
it not probable that the spirits of the just in heaven 
are, at least, equally delighted with the angels 
when sinners are saved, and there is an increase 
of the family of God below ? The assumption 
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is a very natural one, on the groand of their re- 
demptive and spiritual affinity, and conditions of 
their salvation. 
3. Affection, — "Let brotherly love continue. 
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" Shame to the lipt that ever seek to stir up jarring ttrife, 
When gentleness would shed so much of christian joy through 
Ufe." 

Ohildren of one family should agree. Ephiaim 
should not vex Judah, nor Judah envy Ephraim. 
Bigotry, envy, jealousy, and narrow-mindedness 
must vanish off their horizon, and a spirit of bro- 
therly love must be cherished and manifested. 
' What makes a family so amiable and worthy of 
admiration, as pure affection, a sociable disposition, 
orderly conduct, and unremitting attention to 
each others welfare? Wealth, honour, and titles 
cannot, — these may be possessed to a large extent, 
but if affection be absent, hatred, sullenness, disor- 
der, and indifference are its chief characteristics. 

Christian affection survives aphysical separation. 
Look into yonder burial ground and see that young 
mother bending over the grave of her first- bom ; 
observe that affectionate daughter wiping her eyes 
beneath the shade of the ash that droops over the 
tomb of her sainted parent ; gaze on that deeply 
stricken widow, across whose brow lingers a doud 
of sorrow as she leans upon the urn of him who 
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was the partner of her joys and the lightener of 
her grief; see that group of mourners like weeping 
statues, at the spot where repose the ashes of a late 
pastor on whose lips they have hung with delight, 
now sealed in death ; view those sable but converted 
heathen mingling their sympathies and tears over 
the missionary's graye, by whose instrumentality 
they were rescued from ruin, and made partakers 
of the blessings of the gospel of peace. What 
sympathy with the departed ! 

Those in heaven are one in spiritual affection, 
amongst them the torch of discord is never kindled. 
Distance does not necessarily diminish affection, 
nor separation render sympathy impracticable : 
both may be reciprocated. Those who are raised 
to a state of ineffable felicity, love us as much as 
they did when they were our companions in 
tribulation. 

Theirs is imperishable affection. Nor are our 
former associates who have joined the family above 
foigotten by us. They live in our recollection, 
they are embalmed in our affections, their forms 
flit in vision before our eyes, many of their sayings 
are numbered among our thoughts, and memory 
recalls the seasons of social intercourse we have 
enjoyed with them by the fireside and in the house 
of God. A curtain is drawn which hides them 
from our sight, the grave has closed over their ashes^ 
yet they are dear to us. • 
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Let us consider that love is the bond by which 
the family of God on earth is held together. Its 
looks, tones, gestures, and inculoations are those 
of forbearance and forgiyeness. It is the opposite 
to selfishness and yain glorying, and should be 
cultivated by all the followers of Christy for it is 
not only a privilege, but a duty incumbent upon 
them, and is essential to qualify them for compan- 
ionship with the perfected spirits before the throne, 
where love reigns unrivalled and is seen in its 
brightest and Mlest manifestations. 

4« Likeima. — ^A fSamily likeness may consist in 
similarity of features, in physical proportionsy 
intonation of voice, complexion of countenance, 
natural abilities, and in disposition. In some 
instances the resemblance is very striking. We 
admit that families sometimes differ in these 
respects, but in general there are some outlines or 
traces of relationship. But the fEunily likeness 
we are attempting to describe, consists not in 
the physical but moral features ; in habits, spirit, 
and conduct, there is a manifest resemblance. 
''The first man is of the earth, earthy: thesecond 
man is the Lord from heaven. As is the earthy, 
such are they also that are earthy; andasisthe 
heavenly, such are they also that are heavenly. 
And as we have borne the image of the earthy, 
we shall also bear the image of the heavenly.'' 
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There may be corporeal, intellectual, and even 
moral distinctions amongst them. Sons and 
daughters at yarious stages of bodily, mental, and 
spiritual growth, varying in age and degrees of 
attainment, from the stripling conyert of yesterday 
to the toil-worn pilgrim whose head is coyered 
with the snow of age. 

Brilliant imagery, and beautifdl illustrations 
f^m nature, and from family scenes, are employed 
to denote their character and moral stature. As 
willows by the water courses, trees planted by the 
riyers, and their condition flourishing as the palm 
tree. " I will be as the dew unto Israel : he shall 
grow as the lily, and cast forth his roots as Lebanon. 
His branches shall spread, and his beauty shall be 
as the oliye tree, and his smell as Lebanon. They 
that dwell ^mder his shadow shall return, they 
shall reyiye as the com, and grow as the yine." 
We haye also illustrations drawn firom fGumily 
scenes — " As new-bom babes, young men, feithers, 
and nursing mothers." Their offices and charac- 
ter are indicated. Members, teachers, pastors, 
eyangelists; they are designated a ''peculiar 
people," « a chosen generation." ''a people formed 
to shew forth Qod's praise," ''new creatures in 
Christ Jesus," and " Children of God ;" but all 
are included in the "household of &ith," inasmuch 
as they haye descended from one common origin^ 
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are goyemed by tlie same moral laws, hare washed 
in the same fountain, complied with the same 
conditions, and have realized one ''common 
salyation." 

And what are the moral characteristics of the 
family above ? The one hundred and forty and 
four thousand that John saw with the Lamb on 
Mount Sion, who were the representatires of the 
redeemed in glory, had the name of Gk>d marked 
on their foreheads, were spotless, and without fault. 
Whatever ranks of beings, or degrees of glory 
there may be in heaven, the inhabitants are 
all distinguished for their resemblance to each 
other in moral affinity. They are one in morals, 
the types are identical, they reflect the same image. 
No evil can enter heaven ; unholy influences in 
thoughts, words, or actions, are imknown. ''There 
shaU in no wise enter into it any thing that defil- 
eth, neither whatsoever workelh abomination, or 
maketh a lie." As the orbs of the sky differ in 
magnitude, so there are degrees of glory in heaven, 
which are regulated according to the principle of 
justice, for " God will reward every man accord- 
ing to his work;" but this diversity does not 
interfere with the nature of their purity and hap- 
piness. The difference is in the degree, as " one 
star differeth from another star in glory." 

6. Moperienee. — "All thy works praise thee, 
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Lord, and thy saints shall bless thee. They shall 
speak of the glory of thy kingdom, and talk of 
thy power; to make known to the sons of men 
his mighty acts, and the glorious majesty of his 
kingdom. They shall abundantly utter the memory 
of thy great goodness, and shall sing of thy righ- 
teousness." Many are the languages and dialects 
of the earth, but where religion exists the feeling 
of the heart is one, namely, '' peace and joy 
in the Holy Ghost." Genuine Christianity is ex- 
perimentally the same in all lands, and in all lan- 
guages, whether expressed in Hebrew, Greek, 
Latin, French, German, or EngUsh. Language 
is the sign by which the experience of the heart 
is signified. Kindred are the feelings of true be- 
lievers in Christ. Job said, ''I know that my 
Eedeemer lireth." David observes, " The Lord 
is my light, and my salvation." Isaiah exclaimed, 
** Lord, I will praise thee, for now thine anger 
is turned away." And Paul asserted, "'For to 
me to live is Christ, and to die is gain." 

And thousands, since the days of the Apostles, 
have borne similar testimony to the power and 
preciousness of religion, both in life and in death, 
whose temporal circumstances have been very dis- 
similar. 

The Washington correspondent of the " Morn- 
ing Star," gives the following account of a class- 
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meeting among the blacks, held in Asberry chapel, 
at which he was present. The class-leader 
(coloured) opened tlie meeting by prayer — ^tme 
prayer, partly spoken, partly sighed, partly groan- 
ed; all like a feeble sorrowing child calling npon 
a tender parent. Arising from his knees, he said, 
** Brethren and sisters, I have felt better and I 
hare felt worse: I glory in the cross of Christ. I 
have no more to say : now each one tell us how 
you feel." A yery aged man said, ''I thank God 
I haye four eyes : these two, (putting his hand to 
his eyes) to see the things of this world; and 
two here, (putting his hand to his breast) to see 
the things pf Christ's kingdom. These ones, 
(putting his hand to his eyes again) are growing 
dim ; but the others see clearer, grow sharper, spy 
the promised land, and the glorious mansion of 
Massa Jesus." An intelligent looking young 
man arose, and said, '' I am a stranger. This is 
the first time I meet you in Asberry church, but 
I am no stranger to this religion. My body be- 
longs to — , butmy soul is free. It enjoys theglo- 
rious liberty of the sons of Qod." An aged mother 
broke out with great earnestness, ''My&ceisset 
Zionward, and my back is turned square on the 
deyil, and he is aU out of sight." A young lady 
said, ''I am hunted as a partridge upon the moun- 
tain; but I am hid in the cleft of the Eock. 
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Blessed be Jesus ! He will keep my soul." Ano- 
ther said, *' Go back ! no, I won't think of going 
back. I can't think but little; and what I do 
think, I am determined to think of Jesus." Still 
another said, ** I have put my hand to the plough, 
and I am going to plough my furrow out. If she 
strikes a stone or a root, and hops out, I'll tip 
her upon the point, and stick to the handles till 
she comes into the work again." Their singing 
was earnest and spirited, if it was not sdentific. 
If there was not perfect harmony, there was great 
power in the music, when their earnest and united 
voices rolled out these words — 

** O, ttand the stonn ! 

It can't belong; 

"We'U anchor by-and-bye !" 

In death as well as in life, whether indigent or 
opulent, a peer or a peasant, their experience is 
inyariably expressive of their confidence in God, 
and a joyful hope of a blessed immortality. The 
Bev. B. Knill, once preaching to about seven 
hundred Indians, spoke of the influence of religion 
as he had seen it in England on persons who were 
dying, when the sting and fear of death were taken 
away, and a hope of heaven filled their souls with 
rapture. Then he inquired of this group of black 
faces, as they Bsi on the ground turning up the 
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white of their eyes, sometimes gUsteniog with 
tears, " Have you ever seen a person die happy }" 
No reply. He repeated the question : at last one 
man, at a great distance replied, ''Ihaye." ''Who 
was he ?'' " It was my father." ** Were you 
with him when he died ?" " Yes, all his family 
were with him ; he sent for us to see how happy 
he was." "Did he say much?" Yes, many 
things I cannot recollect ; hut one I shall never 
forget." " What was it ?" " Why, after he had 
called us to his hedside, and given us his blessing, 
he raised up his withered arm to heaven, and said, 
'Lord Jesus, receive my spirit,' and then he 
died." 

The late Dr. Beecham, about two hours before 
he died, while his faithful attendant was by his 
side, fixed his eyes on one particular spot, and 
exclaimed, " There they are — I see them^ — they 
are coming, bright and shining ! They are on the 
bridge — it is thorny, but it will soon be bright. 
It is all right, Sarah ; it is all right." On his 
daughter asking him, shortly before his death, " If 
Jesus was with him ?" He replied, " Yes : not a 
cloud ! All is peace." The late Earl Pitzhar- 
dinge, when on his death-bed, in the presence of 
the members of his family, as well as of Dr. Brown» 
exclaimed ** All is peace ! All is right !" And 
he added these memorable words^ " I had always 
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thought religion was a melancholy thing; hut I 
now find it ts the <mly thing worth living far. Here 
am I, a poor, penitent sinner, clinging to the 
cross of Christ!" Thomas Noble Ashton, of £ar- 
netby, Lincolnshire, after serving God thirteen 
yearsy fell asleep in Jesus, September 29th, 1857. 
His circumstances differed from those of the noble 
Earl just mentioned, but his end was as safe, as 
happy and glorious as his. When the hand of death 
was upon him, he said to his wife, ** Lizzy, don't 
you see them ?" "No, my love," was her reply : 
" Who are they ?" " Aigels !" he answered, 
'^ Not one nor two, but they are all around the 
room." He also said he saw '' His mother among 
them," and a child too, one of his who went to 
heayen before him. " what beauty !" he ex- 
clidmed, "what grandeur.! The curtain is drawn, 
and I haye a fiill yiew." 

Thousands have passed away without a ripple 
on the wave. 

Likewise in heaven they have one feeling and 
one language, although they have been gathered 
out of every nation and kindred under heaven. 
Prior to the confusion of tongues at the tower of 
Babel, the whole earth was of one language, and 
of one speech. But now we are told that 
the total number of languages known in the 
world, is about three thousand, most of which 
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are mere dialectB, or yariations of other tongues, 
but that the whole number of original languages 
is about eighty. 

At the feast of Pentecost there were present in 
Jerusalenii 'Tarthians, Modes, Elamites, and 
the dwellers of ICesopotamia, and in Judea, and 
Oappadoda, in Pontus, and Asia, Phrygia, and 
Pamphylia, in Egypt, and in the parts of 
Libya about Gyrene, and strangers of Borne, 
Jews and Proselytes, Cretes and Arabians." And 
the multitude that came together, some to admire, 
and others to deride, were'confounded, because 
eyery man heard them (the Apostles) speak in his 
own tongue. If the Apostles spoke the diyers 
languages of these foreigners, eyen if by miracle, 
is it not probable that Christians will understand 
each other's experience in heayen, either by signs, 
utterances, or some other mode of communication, 
howeyer diyersified their language has been on 
earth ? There is one song and one language in 
heayen, and one feeling peryades the august and 
immense family. 

Thus, in the unity of the church aboye and be- 
neath, they acknowledge one head, are interested 
in all that relates to the glory of God, and 
the welfare of man ; share in mutual spiritual 
affection; bear the same moral image; and axe 
alike in their religious experience. I speak com- 



65 

paratively. Por no one can suppose that the 
church on earth is as perfect as the church in hea- 
yen, although belieyers can sing — 

'* Blest be the tie that binds 
Our hearts in Christian love ; 

The fellowship of kindred mindsi 
Is like to that aboye." 
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CHAPTER V. 



THB COKDinOKS 01? ABOPXIOIT. 



Thbsb conditioiis are not accidental, but are 
lieaven's fixed and unalterable laws, and are 
obligatory upon all, irrespectiye of rank, caste, or 
circnmBtances. No distinctions of birth, no per- 
sonal attractions, no acts of charity, no military 
prowess, no scholastic acquisitions, nor amount of 
wealth, can make you the children of God, 
and heirs of eternal life. You can only become 
such 

By SpirUual Birth, — ''Ye must be bom again." 
All that is vital in religion lies here. " Who were 
bom, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of 
the will, of man, but of God." This is something 
more than a physical existence, it is a spiritual Ufe, 
a resurrection from the dead. Conversion implies 
something more than a change of views, polished 
manners, or reformation of conduct. It is a change 
of heart, of principles, motives, dispositions, and 
pursuits. '' If I wash myself with snow water. 
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and make my bands neyer so clean,^^ unless t am 
" begotten again to a lively bope by tbe resurrep- 
tion of Jesus Gbrist &om tbe dead/' tbe outward 
purification will be unavailing. Tbe conditions 
of membersbip include, 

1. CWii^^'on.— Every man must know tbe 
plague of bis own beart> and feel conscious tbat 
it is not rigbt in tbe sigbt of God, before be is 
melted into compliance witb tbe divine reqtHest, 
*' my son give me tbine beart." An individual 
must feel bis complaint before be will apply to a 
physician for a cure; a person must know bis 
organs of vision are impaired b^ore be will com- 
plain of bis defective sigbt; tbe cfiptive must feel 
tbe pressure of bis fetters, and tbe dreariness of 
bis dungeon, before be will sigb for liberty or im- 
plore emancipation; a man must see bis danger 
before be will make an effort to escape ; likewise 
tbe sinner must bave a knowledge of bis guilt ere 
be will sue for pardon. '' Tbey tbat are wbole 
need not a physician, but tbey tbat are sick." 
Tbe multitude at tbe day of pentecost were pricked 
in their beart, and inquired of tbe Apostles wbat 
tbey must do to be saved ? And, acting according 
to ihe instructions given, about tbree thousand 
souls were added unto tbe church. 

2. Bepentmee, — ^The order of tbe gospel is, 
"Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that 
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your sins may be blotted out," which clearly 
shews that conversion or the obliteration of sins 
is the effect of true repentance. It precedes tiie 
new birth and is essential to sidvation, inasmuch 
as God ''now commandeth all men every where 
to repent." It includes deep contrition, and is 
accompanied with humility, shame, and self- 
abhorrence. '' And they shall look upon me 
whom they have pierced, and they shall mourn for 
him, as one moumeth for his only son, and shall be 
in bitterness for him as one that is in bitterness 
for his first bom." This intense sorrow of heart 
is produced by the operation of the Holy Ghost, 
and as the striken deer retires into solitude, so the 
wounded spirit courts privacy to grieve over its 
alienation and rebellion against Ood. 

3. Surrender. — A surrender which is voluntary 
and entire. It was said of the Jewish nation, 
*' Ye are the children of the Lord your GFod." 
All men are so by Creation, Providence, and Be- 
demption; Christians are so by special grace. 
no iron whips are used, no compulsory measures 
are adopted, no irresistible influence is exerted to 
force obedience to the commands of Ood. 

It is true, there are various agencies and ap- 
pliances brought to bear upon the human mind, to 
turn men from darkness to light; appeals strong 
and powerful are made to the judgment and heart, 
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but without their co-operation, and subjection to 
the Divine claimB, the means employed will fail 
to contffcitnte them the children otQod, and princes 
of the blood-royal of heaven. But when sincere 
penitents, conscious of their true position and 
character, resolve to be the Lord's, they submis- 
sively bow to His authority, and willingly 
surrender body and soul to His service. 

** Just as I am, without one plea, 
But that thy blood was shed for me. 
And that thou bid'st me come to thee, 

O Lamb of Qod, I come. 

4. Confession. — ''He that covereth his sins shall 
not prosper : but whoso confesseth and forsaketh 
them shall have mercy." The Apostle Paul taught 
the same doctrine. ''If thou shalt confess with 
thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in 
thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead 
thou shalt be saved." Bom. x. 9. Agreeably with 
the views of Solomon and Paul, John adds, " If 
we ooufess our sins. He," God, not the furiest, '' is 
fiEuthful and just to forgive us our sins, and to 
cleanse ds firom all unrighteousness*" You must 
not only eon/ess your sins, but forsake them. 
" Put away the evil of your doings from before 
mine eyes." '' Depart from evil, and do good; 
seek peace, and pursue it." Tour sins may be 
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great; manifold, secret, besetting, crimson ; and 
may even yield you temporal profit, but you must 
forsake them or perish. 

5. Prayer. "We haye many examples of peniten- 
tial prayer, both in the Old and New Testament; 
the enumeration of a few instances, howeyer, may 
suffice. Who can<question the sincerity of Dayid's 
repentance, when he prayed, " Haye mercy upon 
me, God, according to thy loyingkindness : ac- 
cording unto the multitude of thy tender mercies 
blot out my transgressions.'' Equally sincere 
was Daniel when he importuned the Diyine for- 
giyeness for himself and his countrymen. '^And 
I set my face unto the Lord God, to seek by prayer 
and supplications, with fasting, and sackcloth, and 
ashes." The Publican felt deep contrition when 
he smote upon his breast and cried, '' God be 
merciful to me a sinner." And similar were 
the feelings of the Prodigal, when he exclaimed, 
"Father, I haye sinned against heayen and in 
thy sight, and am not worthy to be called thy 
son." These examples must be imitated, — ^they 
are specimens of sincere and earnest prayer. • 

6. Faith, — " Without faith it is impossible to 
please God." There may be repentance, accom- 
panied by intelligence, contrition, surrender, con- 
fession, prayer, fasting, and restitution, but 
without faith, there can be no forgiyeness. "He 
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tliat beHeveth not^ shall be damned.'' And what 
IB faith ? The Apostle Paul supplies the answer. 
" The substance of things hoped for^ the evidence 
of things not seen/' Keb.xi. 1. The objects of 
faith are, God, Christy and the ScripUires, 

** Hare Mth in God^ Namely, in His exist- 
ence, wisdom, power, goodness, and immutability. 
An implicit trust in Christ, in His willingness and 
ability to save, an unshaken and total dependence 
upon Him for salvation, and a well-grounded hope 
of heaven. As the eagle enjoys the light, and 
basks herself in beams ^sh from the orb of day, 
so all believers, having emerged from the shades 
of moral night into the land of Beulah, rejoice in 
the sunbeams of the morning of their salvation. 
" By grace are ye saved, tlirough faith." Another 
object of futh is the Bmne Word. Designated the 
" Word of God," the " Word of Christ," the 
" Word of Truth," the "Holy Scriptures," "The 
Book," " The Book of Hie Lord," " The Book of 
the Law," " The Oracles of God." The Scrip- 
tures are described as pure, true, perfect, pre- 
cious, and powerful; they are intended to 
illuminate, regenerate, and sanctify the soul; 
they are to be known, received, believed, read, 
taught, obeyed, and treasured up in the heart. 

The mariner steers his vessel by the compass; 
the traveller in the desert is guided by the stars ; 
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and to find your way to heaven, you must consult 
the Bible. All have not the same Articles of be- 
lief, or confession of faith. Men may point you 
to the musty records of heathen philosophy; to the 
Koran of Mahomet; to the theories of Antinomi- 
anism; to the traditions and dazzling ceremonies of 
Bomanism ; and even to the startling or mystic 
revelations of Mormonism, as safe guides to hap- 
piness. But you must appeal to another oracle, 
to higher autiiority than human, to the only 
true standard — ^the Bible. "It is not in man 
that walketh to direct his steps." Who will shew 
me any good? Whereshall wisdom be found ? And 
where is the place of understanding? Where is 
God, my Maker, who giveth songs in the night? 
are questions which the Bible solves. ''All 
Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is 
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for oorrectiony for 
instruction in righteousness." Besides, there is a 
condition of eantinued membership, to be observed, 
namely, 

7. Ohedi&nee.r-^Yndch involves FidMy to thek 
covenant engagement. A covenant means a compact, 
or an agreement, made by two parties, and assumes 
the nature of a promise, often ratified with deep 
seriousness and solemnity. After the deluge, 
God's covenant with Noidi was, that the waters 
should no more become a flood to destroy the earth. 
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This covenant was signified by a rainbow of min- 
gled colours, arching the heavens. The covenant 
made with Abraham relating to his posterity and 
possession, was denoted by circumcision. The 
Apostle Paul refers to a renewal of the covenant 
made at Sinai. '' And this I say, that the covenant 
that was confirmed befbre of God in Christ, the law, 
which was four hundred and thirty years after, 
cannot disannul, that it should make the promise of 
none effect." Gal. iii. 17. From the first co- 
venant made with Abraham to the giving of the 
law, there elapsed four hundred and thirty years, 
but this renewal of the former covenant did not 
abolish the promise to bless the nations in Abra- 
ham's seed. Not only was there a covenant be- 
tween God and the posterity of Abraham; but also 
one made with believers by Jesus Christ, which 
must endure throughout all time, and which is 
confirmed in Christ, and ratified by His blood. 

When men are bom again of the Spirit, they 
not only present their bodies a living sacrifice to 
God, but enter into a solemn engagement, and 
pledge themselves to fulfil that engagement by a 
pious and devoted Hfe. The conditions of the 
agreement involve the keeping of God's command- 
ments to their lives' end. 

As repentance towards God, and faith in our 
Lord Jesus Christ, are the conditions of adtnmion 
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into the family of God on earth, so our real mem- 
bership can only be retained while we are obedient 
to our heavenly Father. *When Adam fell, his 
expulsion from Eden followed. He lost the fayour 
and moral image of his Maker. Noah, who is 
described as "a just man, and perfect in his gene- 
rations," who had been for many years a preacher 
of righteousness, and was preserved from the 
deluge, subsequently ''drank of the wine, and 
was drunken," and in this he sinned. 

It is possible for a belieyer to make shipwreok of 
fiaith, to become entangled again with sin, as may 
-be seen in the conduct of the Israelites, Balaam, 
Bayid, and Peter. There are thousands who have 
lost the family likeness, who have wandered into 
forbidden paths, and know by bitter experience 
that they have forfeited the Divine favour, and 
are no longer the children of Gk)d. They are 
now alienated from Ood, lovers of pleasure, 
liard-hearted, decdtful, foolish, and disobedient 
And perhaps some of these were once preachers of 
thegospel, teachers in the Suaaday-School, tractdis- 
tributers, visiters of the sick. That many who 
•enter into this most solemn compact violate their 
vows, and dishonour their promise, is an instance 
of frequent occurrence, and one which a Christian 
cannot fSail to deplore. Nevertheless, there are 
many who hold on their way with irreproachable 
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character, and are faithful unto death. But we 
are no longer the children of God, by special grace, 
enjoy the pardon of sin, and retain the earnest of 
our acceptance, than while we serve Horn faithfully, 
and with all our heart '' Beligion is the tie that 
connects man with his Creator, and holds him to 
his throne. If that tie is sundered or broken, he 
floats away a worthless atom in the uniyerse, its 
proper attractions all gone, its destiny thwarted, 
and its whole future nothing but darkness, de- 
solation, and death." 

Are you strangers to these conditions ? If so, 
I urge an immediate obserrance of them, " for it 
is time to seek the Lord." " Seek Him while he 
may be found, call upon Him while he is near." 



CHAPTER VI. 



THE EYIDENCES OF MEKBEBSHIP. 

These eyidences are both intertMl and external. 
Hence we read, ' ' The Spirit itself beareth witness 
with our spirit that we are the children of God." 
This is the internal proof that we are bom again. 
*f And by their fruits ye shall know them." This 
is the external badge of onr membership. Some 
may treat the former as fanaticism, and the latter 
as being righteous ovennuch. But in the absence 
of such evidences, religion is a 'Mead letter." We 
are told that *' Elizabeth, in ignorance of the laws 
of painting, wished her own portrait to be taken 
by the painter without shadows. She knew not 
that in the painter's art there could not be light 
and prominence to any figure or feature, unless it 
had some measure of shade behind it. Alas, how 
many would have man portrayed in the schemes of 
polity and of philosophy, witiiout the dark back- 
ground of death and eternity behind him, and 
without the shadings of fear and dim hope, and 
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dark conscience within ; but it cannot be.'* The 
Scriptures are decisive, "Except ye repent, ye 
shall all likewise perish." They rividly depict 
the character and destiny of both the righteous 
and the wicked. Believers have the assurance of 
their adoption into the family of God. Moses 
was adopted by Pharoah's daughter, and Esther 
by Mordecai. " But ye have received the spirit 
of adoption, whereby we cry Abba, Father." 
" The term adoption, in its figurative import, im- 
plies the relation we sustain to Ood, when, 
by His grace, we are converted from sin to hoH- 
ness, then we become sons, and heirs of God, and 
joint heirs with Christ." " Because we are sons^ 
God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into our 
hearts." Thus the evidence of oiur sonship and 
adoption is attested by the Holy Spirit, conjointly 
with the testimony or consciousness of our spirit. 
" If any man be in Christ, he is a new creature."' 
When the heart is right, the conduct generally 
corresponds. The outward evidences are, * 

1 . Bestitutim. — ^This doctrine is not so frequent- 
ly set forth by ministers and authors, as those to 
which your attention has been directed in the pre- 
ceding chapter; nevertheless, it is a scriptural 
doctrine, and involves a principle, the develope- 
ment of which is a striking proof of true conver- 
sion. ** Justice requires that those things which: 

o3 



78 

have been stoles^ or unlawfully taken from another, 
should be restored to the party aggrieved, and that 
compensation should be made to him by the ag- 
gressor; accordingly, various fines, or pecuniary 
payments were enacted by the Mosaic law." Num- 
V. 6 — 8. ZaccheuSy sensible that he was a sinner) 
and who had extorted money from others unjustly, 
said, '' If I have taken any thing from any man 
by false accusation, I restore him fourfold." 
Barnes remarks, '' That he was made sensible of 
his guilt ,* perhaps his mind had been a considera- 
able time perplexed in the matter, and that now 
he was resolved to make the restoration. This 
was the evidmee of his penitence and conversion. 
And here it may be remarked, that this is dlwaya an 
indisputable evidence of a man's conversion to G(od. 
A man who has hoarded ill-gotten gold, if he be- 
comes a Christian, will be disposed with it to do 
good« A man, who has injured others, who has 
cheated them, or defrauded them, even by due 
forms of law, must, if he be a Ghristiany be 
willing, as far as possible, to make restoration." 

2. A public Oanfissum of Jesus. — ** One shall 
say, I am the Lord's ; and another shall call him- 
self by the name of Jacob ; and another shall 
subscribe with his hand unto the Lord, and sur- 
name himself by the name of Israel." Isaiah xliv, 5. 
Christians must not be ashamed to acknowledge 
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their relatioiiBhip to Ood and His people, at any 
time, on any occasion, in any company, or under 
any circumstances. ** Ye are my witnesses, saith 
the Lord." Job evinced an earnest dq^ire that 
his knowledge of the Bjsdeemer should be trans- 
mitted to future generations, when he said, ** Oh ! 
that my words were now written ! Oh ! that they 
were printed in a book ! That they were graven 
with an iron pen and lead in the rock for ever." 
His sayings have been preserved in a chronicle 
more durable than n^ble, more lasting than rock, 
and are as fresh now as when they were first ut- 
tered. We cannot but admire the conduct of the 
fearless Hebrews, when they refused to bow 
to the golden image ; and the noble avowal of 
the Apostle Paul, when he said, '* For I deter- 
mined Qot to know any thing among you, save Je- 
sus Christ, and him crucified." Nathaniel, Peter, 
Ttfartha, Stephen, and John, fearlessly acknow- 
ledged Christ before the world. *We must never 
be ashamed of Christ, whether at home or abroad, 
in the church or in the world, in private or in 
public, in sickness or in health. Christ is ''all in 
aU" to a believer. ''Whosoever therefore shall 
confess me before men, him will I confess also 
before my Father who is in heaven. But whoso- 
ever shall deny me before men, him will I also 
deny before my Father who is in heaven." 
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3. Separation from the World. — ^By this is not 
meant a departure from the world, but the mean- 
ing is comprehended in our Lord's prayer for His 
disciples, " I pray not that thou shouldest take 
them out of the world, but that thou shouldest 
keep them from tfae evil.'' Innumerable eyils 
abound in the world, but its maxims, habits, 
amusements, gaieties, pleasures, pomps, and van- 
ities are not objects of the Christian's pursuit. 
There is a broad line of demarcation drawn between 
the children of Belial and the sons of God. Their 
titles and names indicate their character, and are 
illustrative of their conduct. The former are 
designated " children of the devil," '' enemies of 
God," "evildoers," "rebellious people," "un- 
godly men," " vessels of wrath," " reprobates," 
"goats," "transgressors," "servants of sin," 
" workers of iniquity." They are distinguished 
for their disobedience, ignorance, aHenation, and 
prayerUssness, Their pleasures are limited to 
this life, and are short, uncertain, vain, and 
unsatisfying. 

But the latter are called the "beloved of God," 
"children of light," " epistles of Christ," "heirs 
of the kingdom," " a holy priesthood," " fiie 
ransomed of the Lord," "sheep of the Sock,'* 
" salt of the earth," " vessels of honour," " Ser- 
vants of righteousness." They are not of the 
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world. They are actuated by different principles, 
they ** walk not in the council of the ungodly, nor 
stand in the way of sinners, nor sit in the seat 
of the scornful.'* They " live soberly, righteously, 
and godly ;" they ** walk not aooording to the 
course of the world,'' but cheerfully obey the 
apostolic injunction, *' be not conformed to this 
world.". 

4. Union with the Church, — " Not forsaking the 
assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of 
some is; but exhorting one another : and so much 
the more, as ye see the day approaching." It is 
incumbent upon all Christians to be associated 
with some section of the church of Christ, and 
attend to the worship of Qod. And we think all 
imelligent and sincere believers will acknowledge 
^this obligation, and gratefully embrace the privi- 
lege of church membership. There may be isolat- 
ed cases where individuals professing godliness 
may stand aloof ^m Christian union without 
assigning any satisfactory reasons for so doing ; 
but when we have stretched our charity to the 
utmost limits, we deem such conduct highly 
reprehensible, and the deduction is, that theirs 
is a profession only. 

What should we think of a person who boasted 
that he. was one of Her Majesty's servants, and 
belonged to a certain regiment, if he were never 
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seen in his uniform, nor found mingling with his 
comrades ? It is said that Alexander had a soldi^ 
of the same name under his command, hut whose 
conduct displeased him so much that on one occa- 
sion he said to the delinquent, ''Either act like 
Alexander, or renounce the name." Likewise 
should all professors of religion act as Christians 
or renounce the name. Shirk no duty, fear no 
opposition. ''Come out £rom amongst the 
ungodly,'' desert the army of the prince c^ dark- 
ness, and unite puhlidy with the soldiers of the 
cross. Church memhership is not only an important 
duty enjoined upon you, hut the advantages are 
incalculahle. In former 'times the tribes of Israel 
three times in the year were seen going up to 
Jerusalem to celebrate the feasts of the chnix^, 
to acknowledge the mercies and give thanks to the 
name of Jehovah. In the days of the prophets, 
amidst the profanations of the priesthood and the 
infidelity of the people, " They that feared the 
Lord spake often one to another," which implies 
that they frequently met together, their object 
being to strengthen each others hands, and to com- 
fort and encourage one another in the day of 
trouble. The rules which God has given for the 
regulation of his family on earth, must be strictly 
and constantly observed, or we cannot belong to 
the household of faith. ' ' For hereby we do know 
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that we know him, if we keep His commandmentfl. 
He that saith, I know him, and keepeth not his 
commandments, he is a liar, and the truth is not in 
him." 

5. Aetmty in the cause ef God. — Activity is a 
characteristic of all animate creation. The cattle 
upon the hills, the Hrds of the air, the inhabi- 
tants of the sea, are all active. And shall man, 
the most important being in the universe be dor- 
inant, and thereby frustrate the design of his 
creation? In architecture, sculpture, navigation, 
painting, and history, w« have proofs of man's 
activity and genius. The merchant, 13ie mechanic, 
and the husbandman, employ every faculty of the 
body, and every power of tbd mind to obtain tem- 
poral gain, The «ounting-house, the exchange, 
the market-place, tiie shop, the warehouse, the 
wharf, tiie theatre, the concert room, the alehouse, 
the race course, are scenes of action which clearly 
prove that men are awake to worldly interests. 
Bat there may be physical motion when there is 
no spiritual progress. 

The world is a sphere of Moeir, a des^ a 
wilderness, which must be euUwxi^ that it may 
rejoice and blossom as the rose. The goi^l must 
be preached, the scriptures must be drcuktied^ 
tractis and other religious books must be distribuied, 
places of worship must be ereeUd, schools Miai^ 
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luhedy ''Bands of Hope^' imtitutedy Bible and 
Missionary Societies organized, missionaries must 
be sent to the heathen, Christian associations 
formed, the sick must be visited, the young in- 
structed, the cause of Christ must be supported, 
and sinners warned to flee from the wrath to come. 
And who are to do this work ? We must not ex- 
pect potentates, philosophers, statesmen, warriors, 
or those who are engrossed with the cares of this 
life, who only mind earthly things. This business 
belongs to the Church, and all who profess godli- 
ness have their share to perform. There are 
many considerations which should awaken activity. 
God requires it, Christ demands it, the Bible 
enforces it, religion claims it, the world needs it, 
your responsibility justifies it, the songs of the re- 
deemed and the wailings of the lost urge it ; nor 
can the soul prosper without it. You must labour 
for Christ, and do all you can to promote the 
salvation of immortal souls. Let the love of 
Christ constrain you to more earnest and vigorous 
efforts in promoting the weal of Zion, and thereby 
prove to the world that you are the children of 
God. '' Let him know, that he which converteth 
the sinner from the error of his way shall save a 
soul from death, and shall hide a multitude of 
sins." Be not sluggish or indifferent to matters 
of such paramount importance. '' Work while it 
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is day, for the night cometh when no man can 
work." Look up, there is a speck in the heavens, 
a cloud dn the sky, death's dark shadow is coming 
in contact with the sun disc of your life, and anon, 
the eclipse will be total. 

6. ITie poetessum of th$ Spirit of Christ. — The 
views of the disciples concerning the kingdom of 
Christ were exceedingly defective. They supposed 
it was a secular empire, or a temporal kingdom of 
great splendour, in accordance with the expecta- 
tion of the Jews. And they were wishful to know 
who were to be elevated to the principal offices of 
power and honour in the realm, for they had an 
idea that those were to be filled by a selection from 
their own body, and a dispute on this subject arose 
among them ; and at length they referred the ease 
to Christ for His decision. And without any long 
discussion or formal ceremony, ''Jesus called a little 
child unto Him, and set him in the midst of them, 
and said, verily I say unto you, except ye be con- 
verted, and become as little children, ye shall not 
enter into the kingdom of heaven." 

They were not to resemble children in ignorance, 
instability, and stubbornness, but in innocence^ 
contentment, and humility. Little children are 
generally teachable, credulous, and forgiving; 
they are free from the cares and anxieties of life, 
and soon forget their little grievances they have 
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received from one another. They are unambitious, 
inof^Busiye, and humble. A late author saji, 
'* Little children have no ideas of distinction till 
they are g^yen to them. They do not assume 
state, or stand up for points of honour. If they 
were not taught otherwise by their hopeful parents, 
they would be satisfied with the simplest hie, and 
the plainest raiment. Left to themselves, the 
children of a nobleman would play &iBiliarly 
with the child of a peasant. They have no 
great aims, no towering projects, they are pleased 
with little and common things.'' Professing 
Christians must manifest at all times a spirit of 
humility, kindness, and brotherly love. *' Be 
kind and affectionate one toward another." 
** Abhor that which is evil, cleave to that which 
is good." 

A confession of Christ before men, separation 
from the world, union with the visible church, 
acti>ity in the cause of God, and a humble inof- 
fensive spirit, are some of the evidences that you 
are the children of Ood, or betoken your alliance 
with the family of heaven. Then prove your 
membership by unquestionable evidence. It is 
your privilege to have a title to, and meetness 
for heaven. You must be able to pronounce the 
family shibboleth, ** death, where is thy sting ?" 
In order to secure a triumphant passage through the 
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swelling of Jordan, and an abundant entrance 
into the city of habitation ; there must be supreme 
loTe to God, constant watcbfolness, a careful and 
frequent examination of the title on which you 
rest your hope of heaven. If you are partakers 
of the Divine nature, your names are written in 
the book of life, family registers, the records of 
Courts and Cabinets may be lost, mutilated, or 
totally 'destroyed; but the records of heaven are 
imperishable and secure. There is no thief to steal, 
no traitor to obliterate, no fire to consume. 

Names and deeds are enrolled above, and will 
be exhibited at the last day, when names and 
characters will be read out in the light of et^nity, 
and form the basis of the final trial of mankind. 



CHAPTER VII. 



THK FUnXBE BBSDONCK OF THB OHILDBXir OF QOB. 

** O happy, lisppy plaoe. 
Where saints and angels meet ! 

There we shall see each other's face, 
And all our brethren greet" 

All the children of this family will ultimately 
meet at the same home. Howeyer different their 
routes, or chequered their windings, they lead to 
the same country, and terminate in the same point. 
Let us notice, 

1. The Bouse itself, — '' A house not made with 
hands/' Christ alluded to it when he said, '* In 
my Father's house are many mansions ; if it were 
not so, I would have told you." John ziy. 2. The 
palace which Solomon built for himself, after the 
erection of the temple, was, according to Josephus, 
thirteen years in building, although greatly infe- 
rior in dignity to the temple, was nevertheless a 
very magnificent structure. It was long, broad, 
lofty, curious, and ornamental, supported by 
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pillars of cedar. '' To say all ia brie^^' remarks 
the historian, ''Solomon made the whole buUding 
entirely of white stqjae, and cedar wood, and gold, 
and sHver. He also adorned the roofs and walls 
with set stones in gold, and beautified them there- 
by in the same manner as he had beautified the 
temple of Ood with the like stones." The London 
** Crystal Palace" is BtUl fresh in our recollection. 
The following is an interesting description of the 
building. '' Seen as the morning vapours rolled 
around its base, its &r-stretching roo& rising one 
aboYO another, and its great transcept, majestically 
arched, soaring out of the envelope of clouds, its 
pillars, window bars, and pinnacles, looked liter- 
ally like a castle in the air, like some palace, such 
as one reads of in idle tales of Arabian enchant- 
ment, having about it all the ethereal softness of 
a dream^ Looked at from a distance at noon, 
when the sunbeams came pouring upon the ter- 
raced and vaulted roof, it resembles a regal palace 
of silver, built for some eastern prince, when the 
sun at eventide sheds on its sides his parting rays, 
the edifice is transformed into a temple of gold 
and rubies ; and in the calm hours of night, when 
the moon walketh in her brightness, tiie immense 
surface of glass, which the building presents, looks 
like a sea, or like throwing back in flickering smile 
the raidiant glances of the queen ef heaven." 

h3 
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Bat the house, ''not made with hands/' far sur- 
passes in magnificence and glory, all other build- 
ings in the universe, as much as tiie sun exceeds the 
glimmering of the glow-worm, or as the monarch's 
palace excels the gipsy's tent, with canvas flapping 
in the midnight wind. The most herculean ima- 
gination staggers under the attempt to realise the 
magnificent habitation of the glorified, and, per- 
haps no representation of heaven smites our sen- 
sibilities sooner, and leads captive our sympathies 
at once, than that of an eternal home. The apoc- 
alyptic description of heaven is the most elegant 
and sublime on record, when it is viewed under the 
emblem of a city. Its foundations of precious 
stones, jasper walls, golden floors, and pearly 
gates ; its tree of life, delicious fruits, and crystal 
river; its sabbatic rest, pure enjoyments, and 
endless pleasures, infinitely surpass all the repre- 
sentations ever presented to the world. ''Eye 
hath not seen, nor ear heard.'' 



** Since o*er thy footstool here below, 
Such beauteous gems are thrown, 

Oh! what magniflcenoe must glow, 
My Ood, around thy throne ! 

Too brilliant here these drops of light, 

There the full ocean rolls— how bright ! 



91 



If night's blue curtain of the sky, 
With thousand stars unwrought, 

Hung like some royal canopy, 
With glittering diamonds fraught ; 

Be, Lord { thy temple's outer Teil, 

What glory round the shrine must dwell. 
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2. Its Situation, — '' BeautiM for situatioii/' is 
our Father's bouse. Where is heaven? Is an 
inquiry to which various responses have been given. 
Some say the earth will undergo a fiery puri- 
fication at the last day, and that out of its smelt- 
ed elements and wreck of its frame-work, will 
emerge a ''new earth/' which will be the theatre 
or final home of the glorified. Others think the sur- 
face of the earth too narrow to hold '' the nations 
of the saved/' and that for such a host to be im- 
prisoned, or confined on this tiny planet, would 
be like a captive in a grated cell, gazing dissatisfied 
on an illimitable universe. But to refute this 
notion it has been argued, that there will not only 
be a change of configuration, but a corresponding 
extent of the earth surface, or of space commen- 
surate with the requirements of the great family 
of the saved, inasmuch as there will be a literal 
fulfilment of the passage, '' there was no more 



sea." 



But where do we find Scripture proof, that aff;er 
the final jadgmeut the earth will be the everlasting 
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abode of the Eedeemed? Does not the opinion 
imply a change of locality, or that heaven will 
not be where it now is ? And is that view in har- 
mony with our Lord's saying, '' I go to prepare a 
place for you ?" It is unnecessary, however, to 
trouble ourselves with the question "where is 
heaven ?'' But it is of the utmost importance to 
know the way thither, and if we walk therein, 
'* soon we shall arrive at home.*^ 

If we cannot ascertain the exact locality of 
heaven, we are generally impressed with the idea 
of ascension. Jacob saw the angels of God ascend- 
ing and descending on the ladder which united 
earth and heaven. 

The Saviour ascended on high, far above aU 
heavens, and the disciples stood '* gazing up into 
heaven." Paul was " caught up into Paradise," 
and Stephen, when dying beneath the hands of 
his cruel murderers, '' Looked up stedfastly into 
heaven." " Every good and perfect gifb cometh 
down from the Fa^er of lights." 

If the appearance be so magnificent, the site, 
in whatever region of the universe it be, must be 
correspondingly eligible. This house, this home, is 
situated above the smoke, dust, and duU atmosphere 
of earth, where there are no starlight twinklings. 
It stands not on the shore of time, but in the 
unwaning light of eternity. Black clouds may 
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, throw their broad shadows over our earthly dwell" 
ingBy but no gloom settles on the roof, nor darkens 
the windows of that lofty habitation. It is illu- 
minated, but not with man-made lights, nor the 
fires of pleiades, nor by any of the flaming 
luminaries which stud the firmament, but "the 
glory of Qod doth lighten it, and the Lamb is the 
light thereof." 

3. Its Magnitude. — " In my Father's house are 
many mansians." The length, breath, and height 
referred to by the apostle John,indicate its grandeur 
and yastness. The family is laige. In ages past 
the inmates were innumerable, but there is no 
thronging as the family increases, there is no in- 
oonyenience arising firom the constant influx to their 
number: it is constructed so as to admit aU eligible 
persons to its many mansions. They can pass 
without touching, and be seated without encroach- 
ing. On certain occasions our largest buildings 
are crowded to inconvenience, and many are una- 
ble to obtain an entrance; but if we secure a proper 
recommendation, in due time, we shall hear the 
joyful welcome, " Enter thou into the joy of thy 
Lord," although millions have been admitted be- 
fore us. Our heayenly Father hath provided 
ample accommodation for all His children. It is a 
home replete with comfort^ no complaining of 
damp floors or walls, no low and contracted rooms, 
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no decayed doors, dim lights, nor broken windows, 
nor lack of ventilation ; the arrangements are all 
perfect, and there the happiness of the fiimily is 
consummated. '' And yet there is room." 

« Room in fhe kingdom of his love, 
Boom in the Father's house above ; 
Ten thousand saints his name adore, 
But still he cries—' there's room for more.' " 

4. Its Charm, — ^Home has its pecnliar associa- 
tion and charms. '' Home," says Blackley, 'liow 
delightful the expression ! How replete with 
comfort, with satisfaction, and with enjoyment ! 
Where shall we find a word so comprehensiye, so 
grateful to the mind ?" 

The traveller, exposed to fatigue, — ^fainting under 
burning suns — sinking beneath the beating 8torm» 
— ^is animated with the thought of home. When 
that dear place suddenly presents itself to his ima- 
gination, with all its domestic sweets, his beloved 
wife, his endearing children, how much is he 
cheered ! How greatly does he long to reach the 
ple£U(ing spot, and in their sweet society to forget 
his toil, his danger, and his cares? No word 
appears so dear to him as home. The exile, ban- 
idled from his native country, compelled to linger 
out his days in a foreign land, surrounded with 
strangers and enemies, exposed to hardships, to 
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privations, and to want, to him is the name of 
home the most sacred and delightful ! He too, 
perhaps, has left behind him a dear and Mthfdl 
wife and children, whose affections entwine around 
his heart ; home naturally becomes the subject of 
his thoughts, and cares, and wishes; when he 
weeps, it is for home ! When he dreams, it is of 
home ! When he prays, it is for home ! When 
he hopes, and when he fears, it is concerning 
home ! No temporal good, no earthly treasure, is 
to him so valuable, so precious as home. The 
monarch, the senator, the scholar, the sage, 
the merchant, the husbandman, the beggar, 
— all find more or less delight in home." '' What 
unspeakable magic,'' says Davies, '' what 
peculiar sacredness, there is the term home!'' . 
You may speak never so eloquently to weary 
humanity of crowns, and sceplares, and palaces, 
and but superficial will be the effect; but 
dwell upon the early associations of Hfe, the birth 
place^ the domestic liearth, the haunts of child- 
hood, and the friends of yore, and ten thousand 
hearts will leap for very joy ! Home has a magical 
grasp upon the heart's deepest sympathies and 
kindliest feelings. It is the circle in which it is 
spell-bonnd for life, nay, for ever. It is the 
shrine of its first holy passion, the fond object of 
its last desires. We may wander far away from 
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the home of childhood, and mingle in '' the battle 
of life ;" we may find climes more beautifiil, and 
skies more bright ; we may form new associations 
and Mendships as devoted as those we left behind; 
but the first home will never be nsnrped or for- 
gotten. No scenes are so lovely as the haunts of 
our childhood ; no voices so sweet as those which 
rang on our hearth-stone, and soothed our early 
griefs; no fire-side, whatever be its material 
comforts, so delectable as that round which well- 
known and much-loved friends were wont to gather 
in the days of our youth. And the further we 
remove from such scenes and associations, the fairer 
do they, as life advances, rise before the vision 
of the soul." Another writer remarks, " To be 
home, is the wish of the seaman on stormy seas 
and lonely watch. Home is the wish of the sol- 
dier, and tender visions mingle with the troubled 
dreams of trench and tented field. Where the 
palm-tree waves its graceful plumes, and birds of 
jewelled lustre flash and flicker among georgeous 
flowers, the exile staring upon vacancy, a &r-away 
home lies on his heart ; and borne on the wings 
of fancy over intervening seas and lands, he has 
swept away home, and hears the lark singing above 
his father's fields, and sees his fair-haired boy-bro- 
ther, with light foot and childhood's glee, chasiDg 
the butterfly by his native stream." 
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When the harp is on the willow in a far off land, 
''home" is not forgotten, and when fortune smiles 
it retains its freshness and charm. There may he 
nothing elegant either in its internal or external ap- 
pearance, no costly materials, nor marks of exqni- 
site workmanship ; no spacious lawn, flowery paths, 
nor crystal foimtains may surround it. It may 
he humhle as the residence of the widow of Nain, 
lowly as the ahode of the Bethany family, or rug- 
ged as the dwelling of the Bedford allegorist, hut 
for all that the poor man prizes his cottage home, 
as much as the prince values his mansion. Father, 
mother, hrother, sister, lived there. How cheer- 
ing to the weary traveller is a sight of home ! The 
fatigues of the journey are forgotten, and his 
spirit revived when he arrives within sight of his 
long- desired habitation. 

So have the children of God a delightful and 
eternal home in prospect. This thought sustains 
them in the struggle of life, reconciles them to the 
inconveniences common to travellers, nerves them 
with courage as they run with the footmen, 
contend with horses, and cut their passage 
through Jordan's swelling wave. It is said when 
the venerable Mode was asked how he was, resting 
upon his staff, he cheerftilly answered, "Why, 
going home as fast as I can, as every honest man 
ought to do when his day's work is done : and, bless 

God, I have a good home to go to." 

I 
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When we think of the Head of the family in 
heaven, the children that are gathered around Him, 
the happiness they enjoy, and the dignity, copye- 
nience, and pleasures of their home, our souls are 
charmed into ecstasies of joy. 

'* Qcmg home 1 hew tweet how oheering ! 

Going to the place we lore ! 
There in royal state appearing, 

'Midst the shining host ahore." 

5. Us Durability, — ^It is " Eternal in the hea- 
Tens.'' Elegance is not durability. It is said that 
"Anna, empress of Eussia, in 1740, caused a 
palace to be built of ice, on the banks of the Neva, 
in mid-winter. The roof, the walls, the floors, 
the fdmiture, were all made of solid ice, and 
finished with architectural symmetry and beauty. 
Eyery thing that might be expected in a royal pa- 
lace was found tliere. The water, before it was 
frozen, had been coloured according to the respec- 
tive uses to which, when in the form of ice, it was 
to be applied, so that the several parts all sieemed of 
the proper materials. But when the spring return- 
ed, this magnificent toy melted away. The sun 
spared not its beaaty : it wasted before the same 
heat which dissolved the shapeless masses which 
lay scattered around it." 
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J^lomoxi'B tempiey Babylon, Nineveh, and Tyre, 
have perished long ago, biit this house remains. 
It stands securely high, the giime of ages cannot 
dim its effulgence, nor the hand of time moulder 
its walls of jasper, nor the evolutions of eternity 
unhinge its gates of pearL Its foundation is deep 
in et^nity, and its edifice firmer than hills of 
brass, or mountains of marble, and therefore is 
proof against all external convulsions. It is the 
metropolis of the universe, the palace of the 
'' King of kings," the dwelling-place of angels, 
and the home of the Saints. Its appearance, situ- 
ation, magnitude, durability, and inmates, are 
all that can be desired. The palaces of monarchs, 
the mansions of nobles, and haUs of the wealthy, 
dwindle into insignificance when compared with 
the *' house not made with hands." 

No language, however brilliant, no imagery, 
however sublime, no rhetoric, however perfect, 
is sufficiently graphic to represent the grandeur of 
that high and immutable residence. What a soul 
elevating thought that this is the home, sweet 
home, final home, where all the children of God 
will meet and dwell forever. 

** We speak of its pathways of gold, 
Of its walls deck'd with jewels so rare ; 

Of its wonders and pleasures untold, 
But what must it be to be there ?" 
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This home we must rememher is prepared by 
Christ. His hupiiliation, sufferings, death, re- 
furrectiony ascepsion, and intereession, are in- 
Tolyed in its preparation. The magnitude of the 
work, the manner in which its was accomplished, 
the price required for its procurement, and the 
splendour of the place, are astonishing to angels 
and men. 

"Ah! my sweet home, Jerasalem! 

Would Ood I were in thee ; 
Would Ood my woes were at an end, 

Thy joys that I might see !" 

This home belongs ezclusiyely to the children 
of God, to those who are prepared for it '* With- 
out holiness no man can see the Lord.'' Those 
who die without an interest in Christ will find their 
home in hell, in eternal darkness, in a dungeon 
deep and horrible; there all the children of the 
deyil will congregate, liars, swearers, whoremon- 
gers, thieyes, robbers, murderers, drunkards, hy- 
pocrites, sensualists, haters of God| and neglect^ 
of salyation, and there they must dwell for eyer. 



CHAPTER VIII. 



SHE HAfPIlTESS OP IHBIB ETERNAL HOME. 



There isy 

1« 8hdter,-^The sea of this world is often 
stormy, but the desired haven is always calm and 

placid. In the heavenly state they are sheltered 
£rom storms of thunder and lightning, of hail 
and rain, and from wind and snow, and from inhos- 
pitable climates. There are no antipodes there, 
no extremes of heats and colds, there is no sun 
to bum, nor frosts to chill, no exposure to un- 
wholesome exhalations polluting the atmosphere, 
the skies are always bright, and the air is ever pure, 
and the flow of health knows no variations. It is 
a shelter from enemies, both physical and spiritual. 
Thieves cannot break through and steal.'' Perse- 
cution, reproach, and fklse accusation are unknown. 
Satan, who goeth about as a roaring Hon, can 
never re-cross the threshold of the family mansion, 
to hurl consternation among the children at home. 
No lion nor any ravenous beast shall enter there, 

I 3 
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they are shielded by an impregnable defence, and 
the bulwarks of the Diyine attributes. 

2. Bast. — ''And I heard a Yoioe firom heayen, 
saying unto me, Write, Blessed are the dead 
which die in tiie Lord from henceforth : yea, saith 
the Spirit, that they may rest from the labours, 
and iiieir works do follow them." Bev. ziv. 8. 
. Life is a warfare, a scene of action, and of 
various exercises. Man is subject to weariness, 
sorrow, toil, and suffering, which are part of the 
penalty incun'ed by his disobedience to God ; but 
in heayen there is rest from pain, persecution, 
trouble, and spiritual distress. Not that fhey 
will be unemployed, or exist in an Elysium of 
indolent repose, but the nature of their exercises 
will preclude all toil and exhaustion. 

** There on those high and floweiy plaint, 

Our spirits ne'er shall tire.; 
Bat in perpetnal joyful strains, 

Redeeming lore admire.'* 

" The Scripture use of the rsii, to denote future 
blessedness, is somewhat comprehensiye and figu- 
ratiye. No doubt it denotes freedom from tempta-* 
tion, perfect exemption from fatiguing efforts, from 
all disturbance from without, and all disquiet from 
within; but it is nowhere used to limit hea- 
yenly bliss to such a blank negation. True^ it 
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doth not yet appear what we shall be, or what we 
shall do ; but tree agency will be unimpaired ; the 
resorreotion-body will admit of strenuous activity, 
unattended with weariness; and the conditions of 
the heavenly state are such as demand positive 
and uninterrupted service of God.'' 

How sweet and desirable is rest to a labouring 
man after the toils of the day ; to the mariner afte( 
a long and stormy voyage at sea; to the soldier after 
the excitement and oonfdsed noise of battle ; and to 
the traveller after a rugged and wearisome journey; 
but infinitely more sweet is the rest of heaven to 
a Ghiistian. All the children of €K>d will ''sit down 
with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, in the kingdom 
of heaven.'' 

*' Jenis ! on thee our hope depend»» 

To lead us on to thine abode -, 
Assur'd our home will make amends. 

For all our toils while on the road." 



3. JB#-tffft(9fi. — ^This is a term which implies 
separation. In this world fEunilies and indviduala 
meet and part, are united and severed. Amongst 
ihe letters of the Bev. J. Caughey, ia the following 
acoount of the battle of Waterloo. " The battio 
rages inallitsfary; the enemy presses on, and 
surrounds one part of the English army, where a 
young officer, with a tremendous shout of death 
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or yictory ! urged his impetaotu steed f orward, fol'- 
lowed by hisgaUant troops, made a deperate at- 
tack upon the assailants, and compelled them to 
retreat. The fiery Edward was borne along by the 
tide of conflict into the very midst of his foes. His 
noble mien attracted the notice of a French officer, 
who, calling on him to defend himself, gallopped 
|i>rwaid with ungovernable fory. Breadfiilwasthe 
conflict that ensued. For some time rictory seemed 
doubtful. At length the French officer made a 
desperate lounge at Edward, which the latter par- 
ried with the greatest address, and retoming it 
with more skUl and better success, pierced his ad* 
versary's left side, who, uttering a heart-rending 
groan, immediately fell from his horse. Edward, 
through an unaccountable instinct, seldom mani* 
fested on the field of battle, instantly dismounted 
to assist a fallen foe, and, unfastening the clasp 
of his helmet, discoTcred a face pale through loss 
of blood, and fixed in the agonies of death. The 
dying man raised his heavy eyes to his generous 
conqueror, and with a frenzied shriek exclaimed, 
** Can this be Edward G., my long-forsaken bro- 
ther ?" The blood forsook Edward's cheek, as he 
relied, ''Charles, is it thus we meet?" The 
dying brother faintly articulated, ''Indeed we 
meet — ^but only to part." The life blood gushed 
&st from the mortal wound — ^his brother gaaed 
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intently on his marble features — ^his breath had 
ceased. At this interesting moment of re-miion» 
and final separation, a Frraich soldier, influenced 
hy reyenge, approached the wretched Edward, 
who, stupified with grief and surprise, no longer 
offered any resistance. In one moment the direful 
work was done, the spirit of Edward followed that 
of his brother into the regions of immortality. On 
the eyening of the ever-memorable 18th of June, 
I visited the plains of Waterloo — what an awful 
sight ! So many of my countrymen lying exposed 
to the inclemency of the weather, and extended 
on the bare ground, without one Mend to soothe 
or relieve their sufferings. A slight rustling sound 
made me turn my head, and I beheld a fair and 
fragile form, stooping and examining the features 
of the surrounding dead. At last she knelt down 
by the body of a young officer, and lifting the 
raven cnrls that clouded his alabaster forehead, 
uttered one dreadful shriek, and fell lifeless to the 
ground. I approached but all animation was gone, 
the angelic spirit of the beautiful Lucy had fled to 
be united with that of her Edward." 

In some instances families are scattered over 
the country, but at Christmas, according to custom, 
* ' the English £Eimily calls in its outlying branches, 
and all cluster around the roof tree of the early 
home. Some from business, some from school or 
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eoUege, some bring life-partaen with them, aad 
«oiae tell of their finst solitary skirmishes in life's 
battle, — some bring their bright hopes to eheer the 
gravity of age, and some tibeir early aorrowB to 
receiye the balm of sympathy ; — ^bat idl come witii 
smiling faces and full-charged hearts, and help to 
fill the yessel of domestic happiness to its brim. 
Brothers and sisters how they brighten eaxh. other's 
countenances ! how in their intercourse manly 
strength becomes gentle, and feminine delicacy 
fearless ! — how the cheerfulness of youth, and tiie 
sprightliness of childhood charm the little com- 
pany with musical mirth ! What frank confidence 
and perfect understanding are there! What 
ingenuity and competition in acts of kindness! 
The warmth of love takes off the chill from the 
coldest cup of life." 

When Jacob and Joseph met at Goshen, after a 
long separation, the scene was truly affecting, the 
son wept a good while, and the father said, ** Now 
let me die, since I have seen thy face, because 
thou art yet alive." The father who embraced 
his forlorn, but penitent son, exclaimed, " my son 
was dead, and is alive again ; he was lost, and is 
found, and they began to be merry." There is 
something painful in the thought as well as in the 
act of a final separation. Death divides the most 
intimate and affectionate friends, the husband 
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saad the wife, the parent and the child, the brother 
and the sister ; but there is ^ot only a death-divid- 
ing, but a spirit le-nniting world. What partings 
we witness here, but the separation is only tem- 
porary, the faithful will meet again. Christians 
long for the dawning of that day when they shall 
meet abore, never to part again. 

Who can describe the celestial greetings that 
pass between parent and child, husband and wife, 
minister and hearer, teacher and pupil, at their 
first meeting in heaven ? What smiles, welcomes, 
and congratulations! Heart-rending was the 
parting hour, but the joy and triumph of re- 
union makes amends for all. 

" There saints of all ages in harmony meet, 
Their Sayiour and brethren transported to greet ; 
While anthems of rapture unceasingly roll. 
And the smile pf the Lord is the fisast of the soul." 

It may be that some of you have a relative, parent 
or child in heaven, and you are on the road to 
perdition, unless you repent and obtain forgive- 
ness of sin, it is impossible to re-unite with them. 
The Judge of all the earth will pronounce, 
" Depart ye cursed into everlasting fire, prepared 
for the devil and his angels." Seek an interest 
in Him who atoned for your sins. ^ Cease to d(> 
evil, learn to do well.'' 
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4. Recognition. 

« I count the hope no day-dieam of the mind. 

No yision foir of transitory hue, 
The sotiis of those whom once on earth we knew, 
And loyed, and walked with in communion kind. 
Departed hence, agaio inheayen to find." 

Shall we know each other in heayen ? Is a ques- 
tion often askedy and which reason and revelation 
have settied. '' Then shall we know even as we 
are known." '' If I do not know in heaven those 
I have known here/' says one writer, '' there 
must be some abridgment of my memory, some 
failure in my mental constitution, but we cannot 
suppose that God blots out some of the exercises of 
the mind and of the recollection. We cannot think 
that all will be without a history and without a 
name ; some we know will be pre-eminent ; will 
be distinguished ; we shall sit down with Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven. And 
will other spirits flit before us unstoried and 
nameless, so that we can recollect nothing in their 
history, and identify no association in our 
thoughts ? We are obliged to adopt the conclu- 
sion that spirits meet and recognize each other 
in bliss.'* 

If in this imperfect state we possess the faculty 
of recognition, and, if death cannot annihilate or 
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impair that faculty, there is nothing improbaible 
in the assumption that, in addition to knowing 
those with whom we have taken sweet council on 
earth, we shall receive an answer to the inquiry, 
'* Who are these ? And whence came they ?" The 
disciples upon the mount recognised Moses and 
Elijah whom they had never seen ; and the lost 
brother lifting up his eyes in torments knew 
Abraham afar off and Lazarus also. The Apostle 
Paul cherished views of recognition, when in his 
deep solicitude for the salvation of souls, he ex- 
pressed a hope that he and his coadjutors in the 
ministry might present their converts ** perfect in 
Christ Jesus." 

Admitting that our knowledge will extend 
beyond the circle of Mends we have known on 
earth, to such as Abel, Enoch, Koah, Abraham, 
Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, Moses, Joshua, Gideon, 
Samuel, David, Elijah, Isaiah, Jeremiah, John, 
Peter, Stephen, Paul, and the whole company of 
martyrs, and the distinguished of all nations, 
and all times, what happiness a knowledge of such 
persons, and intercourse with such characters, 
must afford. Here we are but dwarfs in know- 
ledge, we are often bewildered and confused in 
our ideas, but then our knowledge wiU be per- 
fect. " What we know not now we shall know 
hereafter." 
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5. JEndearmerU. — We love our Mends and 
pilgrim companions here, but when we meet above 
the triumph of love wiU be complete. In our 
Father's house there is nothing to destroy nor 
diminish affection. There are no divided opinions, 
no angry contentions, no unguarded expressions, 
no false reports, no indignant looks, no airs of 
superiority, no misunderstandings, no grievous 
errors, no imdharitable thoughts, no shy looks, no 
intervals of coolness, no frozen affections, nor dis- 
obedient children. 

** There friendship beams in eyery eye, 
And loye immortal grows." 

Dr. Hamilton's remarks on the death of his inti- 
mate Mend, the Bev. J. Ely, of Leeds, are expres- 
sive of sincere Mendship and endearment. *' 'Fiat, 
&stest, firmest Mend, — I little could have thought 
that it was left me to survive. My confidence 
was in him, that any testamentary labours of 
thought, and fruits of study would be entrusted 
to his custody, and that in his guardianship my 
memory was more than safe. I pictured him the 
comforter of my widow, and the counsellor of my 
fatherless ones : my spirit seemed to hover over 
him while he committed my ashes to the grave. 
I never doubted that I was to fall the first. It is 
not ordered so ! I can still estimate the mercy of 
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life. I am not unthankM that I am spared. But 
mine is from this time a more solitary way. Such 
an intimate, snoh an adviser, such a companion, 
such a confident, snoh a Mend, I can never hope 
again. I have bnt to follow him, — still to listen 
to his footfall, or rather to his resonnding plume, 
until I overtake him ! Sweet will be his welcome! 
Blessed his recovered Mendship and endless love ! 
Servant of God, well done ! Minister of Christ 
take thy crown ! Messenger of the church, go up 
higher, and pass to its triumphant state ! Friend 
of my soul, brother of my heart, farewell !" 

Marvellous to say, only a short time elapsed 
before Dr. H. followed his friend to the home of 
the blest. How brief the interval of separation ! 
He sat down, wrote his memoir, then he died. 
How welcome their re-union ! How familiar their 
acquaintance I How mutual their endearments ! 
No sooner had Ely left the shore, than Hamilton 
was on the beach ; no sooner had the former as- 
cended the hill, than the latter entered the valley ; 
no sooner was the one greeted in heaven, than the 
other was haUed on his arrival. Endearment, 
sweet word, we know something of its meaning 
here, but it is more perfectly understood above. 
Earth is less attractive as friends die. When we 
think of those who are safely moored from storm 
and tempest, who have shook the dust of the wil- 
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demess from their feet, and entered into the prom- 
ised land, invisible cords draw the soul upwards, 
our affections are elevated, and our hearts throb 
with intense desire to meet where love and firiend- 
ship are complete and eternal. * ' Set your affections 
on things above.'' 

6. IfUereoursB, — It is common for long-severed 
friends on their re-union, to converse about what 
they have experienced since they saw each other. 
Tourists on their return from Palestine, Egypt, 
India, Italy, and other places, relate, and often 
publish, accounts of their voyage and travels. 
Soldiers on their return from the late Eussian war, 
have described their privations and hardships, 
depicted the dangers by which they were surround- 
ed, the hair-breadth escapes they had in the con- 
test, the sufferings they beheld, and the terrible 
havoc of life and property they witnessed. With 
what deep interest the family listens to their har- 
rowing details, especially when' they are' related 
by those who have narrowly escaped to tell the 
melancholy^ story of their brave, but fallen com- 
rades. 

Then there are other instances when friends 
meet, and have tidings of a cheering character to 
communicate, when they have something to say 
favourable of religion, of the happy change they 
have experienced since they gave themselves to 
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God, and His church, and have become partaken 
of the salvation procured by the death of Christ. 

Jacob, after a long and solitary wrestling with 
a celestial antagonist, would have good news to 
relate to his family when he had crossed the river 
Jabbok, of the victory he had won, and the bless- 
ing he had obtained at day-break, although his 
thigh was dislocated, and he went limping into 
the camp. When we are brought to a saving 
knowledge of the truth, we cheerfully and grate- 
fully inform others of the fact, and how much 
shall we have to tell our Mends in heaven on our 
arrival. 

Heaven is a soetdl state, and it is probable when 
spirits meet in bHss that there will be an inter- 
change of thought, that they will give and acquire 
information, as they recount to each other their 
wondrous history, and the providential dealings of 
their heavenly Father during their earthly proba- 
tion. How and by what means they were awak- 
ened to a sense of their danger, and rescued as 
brands from the fire ; what fightings, fears, pro- 
vocations, and afflictions, they endured before 
they arrived at their heavenly home. How rough 
and thorny their way, beset by enemies, and over- 
cast with clouds ; how they alternately wept and 
smiled, sorrowed and rejoiced, while passing 

through the valley of Baca. 

K 3 
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!the topics of discourse will be dirersifiedy the 
objects of contemplation varions, and new series of 
Divine dispensations will attract their attention, 
which are now beyond the grasp of human com- 
prehension. There difficulties are explained, mys- 
teries revealed, problems solved; and darknessi 
struggles, and doubts are unknown. Besides re- 
viewing the past, and narrating the incidents of 
their campaign in the wilderness, firesh thoughts 
will arise, and brighter scenes burst continually on 
their view, not like moon-gleams on the lake, or the 
star-light twinklings of the a^ure heavens, but 
with the efPulgence of noon day. And what sub- 
ject can be more interesting to the glorified saints 
than the finished work of the Bedeemer? The 
enumeration of His triumphs, and the glory of His 
achievements, in the redemption of a guilty world, 
will be the chief absorbing theme of thought and 
conversation. His death on Calvary will be the 
highest key-note in the chorus of the saved. 

** This note aboye the rest shall swell, 
My Jesus hath done all things well." 

7. MuUitude, — "I beheld, and lo, a great mul- 
titude, which no man could number, of all nations, 
and kindreds, and pdople, ' and tongues,' stood be- 
fore the throne, and before the Lamb, clothed 
with white robes, and palms in their hands." 
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The wild Indian^ on first beholding the mighty 
cataract of Niagara, is said to have ceased 
his war-whoop, spared his victim, and to have 
fallen prostrate on the ground, muttering in 
broken accents a prayer to the Great Spirit, who 
had cat this vast chasm through the solid rock, and 
poured in the gushing waters from His everlasting 
fountains. And what a deep impression this an- 
gost assembly must have made on the mind of the 
Evangelist! For magnitude and sublimity it 
surpassed all conception. 

If Columbus was enraptured when he discovered 
America, Captain Eawlinson could not have been 
leas animated when disentombing the diary of 
Nebuchadneiizar, the king of Babylon, &om the 
oblivion of ages. Or, if a new discovery in ma- 
thematics, optics, astronomical research, or of some 
geological fact, affords high gratification to the 
scholar, what must bo the feelings of the redeemed 
in gloryy when a constant succession of wonders 
are presented to their view ? What a mighty fa- 
mily ! What a vast multitude ! Ko man could 
number them when John was in eadle, and miUions 
since then have been added to the innumerable 
host. We might as soon count the stars, or num- 
ber the dewdrops of the morning, as take the cen- 
sus of the kingdom above. Nothing is more . 
congenial to a Christian than to witness a constant 
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accession to the army of the Hero of CalTary, and 
to be asBooiatedy or identified with all the excellent 
of the earth. And there is something inspiring 
in the idea of mingling with the whole family of 
heaven, arrayed in sunbeams and immortality, and 
uniting in ascriptions of praise to God and the 
Lamb. They are gathered from the east and the 
west, from the north and the south ; they are a 
callection from all nations, of every colour and 
clan, and of every age, speaking one language, 
singing one song, and constituting one great and 
glorious household. 

*' It will be a meeting of the whole ransomed 
family — the Head with its members — ^the Vine 
with its branches — ^the Shepherd with all hisflock — 
the Elder Brother with all his kinsmen." And as 
they stand on the sea of glass with harp in hand, 
taking a retrospect from this lofty observatory of 
the way the Lord hath led them, they will grate- 
fully exclaim, " Great and marveUoufi «re thy 
works. Lord God Almighty : just and true are 
thy ways, thou King of saints." 

When celestial beings have appeared to men on 
earth, the sight has overwhelmed them. For in- 
stance, when Gabriel appeared to Daniel between 
the banks of Ulai, he was afraid, and fell upon 
his face. When the sentinels of the Saviour^s 
grave saw the angel siMing upon the stone he had 
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rolled from the mouth of the sepulchre, whose 
countenance dazzled as lightning, and whose rai- 
ment was white as snow, they shook, and hecame 
as dead men. When Saul was arrested in the 
yioinity of Damascus, hy a sudden and supema- 
tnral hrightness, he fell to the earth, and hearing 
a voice calling him by name, and learning whose 
voice it was, he trembled and was astonished. 
And when John beheld the Son of Man in the 
midst of the golden candlesticks, whose eyeawere 
as flames of fire, whose feet were like burning 
brass, whose voice resembled the waterfall, and 
who held a cluster of stars in His right hand, he 
was overpowered, and fell at His feet as lifeless. 
What then would be the effect upon us, were we 
to gaze upon all the family above ? Perhaps a Ml 
or even a partial view would be too much for mor- 
tality to bear, we must content ourselves with 
glimpses, and patiently wait, and prepare for the 
return of Him who hatii said, ''I will come again, 
and receive you unto myself; that where I am, 
there you may be also." 

8. So^ritaUty, — ^How are the children of this 
vast fiunily entertained, or what is the treatment 
they receive when they arrive at their final home ? 
They meet with Ho^taUty. Blessed are they 
who are called unto the marriage supper of the 
Lamb." " That ye may eat at my table, in my 
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kingdom.'' This denotes intimacy and friendship. 
The idea of a festival was one well understood by 
the Jews to represent the felicity of heaven. 

Esther prepared a royal banquet, and those who 
had the honotir to attend it were King Ahasoems 
and Haman, who was above aU the princes that 
were with him. Those who are admitted to the 
heavenly banquet have overcome sin, the world, 
the flesh, and the devil, The Hebrews were sap- 
ported by manna in the wilderness, the people of 
Qod are nourished with the bread of life, and will 
eventually be permitted to eat of the tree of life, 
which is in the midst of the paradise of God . The 
Lamb shall feed them, and shall lead them unto 
living fountains of water. Sere they meet with 
the greatest kindness, and the most perfbct cor- 
diality. Heads of families on earth, may possess 
hospitable dispositions, but owing to their limited 
means may be unable to supply the needy around 
them, but our heavenly Father has not only the 
disposition but the ability to meet the wants of all 
on earth and in heaven. 

9. Vman — "The pure in heart shall see 
God." "Glorious consummation!" All the 
other glories of heaven are but emanations from 
this glory that excelleth. Here is the focus and 
centre to which every ray of light converges. 
God is "all in all." Heaven mthout God! it 
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would send a thrill of diamay through the burning 
ranks of angels and archangels; it would dim 
every eye, and hush every harp, and change the 
whitest robe into sackcloth. And shall I then, 
indeed, '' see God ?" What ! I gaze on these in- 
scrutable glories and live? Yes, God himself 
shall be with them, and be their God ; and they 
shall see His face ! And not only the vision, but 
the fruition. Under the Old Testament dispensa- 
tion, patriarchs, and others, beheld visible symbols 
of the Divine presence, external indications of His 
nearness, embodied in human form* Instance 
Abraham, in the plains of Mamre, Moses at Horeb, 
Jacob at Bethel, and the tribes of Israel in the 
wilderness, accompanied by a pillar of cloud, and 
apillar of fire. Seeing €K>d in a future state has 
been a general opinion among Christians of every 
age and nation. Job said, '' In my flesh shall I 
see God : whom I shall see for myself, and mine 
eyes shall behold, ^and not another." David ez- 
daamed, '* As for me, I shall behold thy teuoe in 
righteousness : I shall be satisfied, when I awake 
with thy likeness." And John observes, '' We 
shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is." 
The Christian sees God in all His works, in the 
heavens above, and in the earth beneath, in the 
taU mountains, and in the remote orbs of the fir- 
mament, in the oeean wave, and m the morning 
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dow drop, in the placid riyer, and in the spray of 
the roaring cataract, in the blaze of the noontide 
8un, and in the gentle moonlight^ in the blade of 
grass, and in the cedars of the forest, in the fruit- 
ful fields, and in the heathy desert. 

" God hath a being, and that ye may see 
In the fold of the flower, the leaf of the tree ; 
Ini the sun of the noonday, the star of the night, 
In the storm-dond of darkness, the rainbow of lights 
In the wave of the ocean, the furrow of land, 
In the mountain of granite, the atom of sand : 
Turn where ye may, from the sky to the sod, 
Where can ye gaze that ye see not a God ?" 

To see God in Nature^ History, Providence^ and 
Ecdemption, is the business of earth ; but to see 
''His face," is a celestial privilege enjoyed only 
by the inmates of our Father's house. This is the 
crowning privilege of the redeemed, the highest 
summit of happiness, and the climax of all 
perfection. 

10. Security. -^In this life, *' we stand in jeopar- 
dy every hour." Floods and flames have rendered 
families houseless, both in this and in other conn- 
tries. The flres of Hamburgh and Newcastle, 
the inundations of Holmflrth and France, are not 
forgotten. What a world of disasters and un- 
certaintios is this ! What railway accidents, coal 
pit explosions, eruptions, shipwrecks, wars, rebel- 
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lioiii robberies, murders, famine, pestileiice, sad- 
den deaths, and teirifie earthquakes ! 

But the security of onr brethren above is perma- 
nent and eternal. Calamities cannot reach them. 
There are no blighting winds, no painM heart- 
throbbings, no deatt-bed scenes, '' nor weepings 
for the night ;" the days of their mourning are 
ended. All the elements of anxiety which cluster 
arotmd the sphere of time shall be unknown in 
hea^ien. These thii^ would interrupt their feli- 
city, and mar their pleasures. "VHien we reflect 
upon the happiness of our heavenly home, the 
shelter it affords, the rest enjoyed, the re-union 
of Mends, the probable recognition of the general 
assembly, the cause of endearment, the delight- 
fidl intercourse, the immense multitude, the great 
hospitality, the beatific vision, and the permanent 
security of the glorified, we are ready to say, 

** Let Q8 depart, 
If home like this awaits the weary soul. 
Look up, thou stricken one f Thy wounded heart 
ShaU Ueed no more at sorrow's stem control." 



CHAPITER IX. 



THB COMTBAST OF BABTHLT AKB HSATXITLT 6GBHSB. 



** One family we dwell in Him, 

One church aboye, beneath ; 
Though now diyided by the 8to«am, 

The narrow stream of death." 

HxAYBN and eartli are very dissimilar in the 
scenes they present, life is marked by the bright- 
est lights and darkest shadows. Very oppoditCy in 
many respects, are the circumstances of our 
fellow-creatures. Some shiyer amid the frosts 
of the polar regions, and others sweat beneath a 
vertical son, as they traverse the fertile and shady 
Elims of the East. But the contrast of worlds, 
heayen and earth, is especially great. It is less 
difficult tofundfih sketches and incidents of earthly, 
than of heayenly scenes; with many of the former 
we may be familiar, or eye-witnesses, but all we 
know of the latter is through the medium of the 
Scriptures. 
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The contrast may be seen, 

1, In F&veriy and Abundance. — What poverty ! 
** The poor shall nev&c cease out of the land.'' 
" The poor ye have always with you." Hunger 
and thirst are among the items of Apostolic suffer - 
ingy and thousands at this day are anxious to 
obtain the crumbs that fall from the tables of the 
rich. Mark the situation of Hagar in the wilder- 
ness of Beerskeba — ^her bottle of water spent» and 
perhaps her last crust consumed, she cast her child 
under a shrub, sat down a good way off, and said, 
" Let me not see the death of the child.'' Note 
the condition of Lazarus at the rich man's gate.* 
And in eur densely populated towns and cities 
tiiere ismuch indigence, as the comfortless cellars, 
cheerless garrets, and miserable habitations of 
many testify. The winter winds sigh around 
their dwellings, az^d the scattered snow-flakes 
drift into the ctevi^s of their hu^ible abodes. 
Look at one case described by West in his ''Chron- 
icles of the Careworn," who traversed the streets 
and narrow courts of London, in search of objects 
of poverty and wretchedness. " I soon noticed a 
woman, apparently pleased with a treasure which 
she had gained, for although care had made deep 
furrows in her cheek, and sorrow had written upon 
her countenance in its unalterable characters, ah^ 
&intly smiled. She was bearing hurriedly away 

♦ liUke x?i, 20, 21. 
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from public yiew a little quantity of weak broth, 
which she had succeeded in purchasings or. which, 
perhaps, some charitable ladj had bestowed upon 
her. A fragile jug conyeyed the watery liquid, 
yet it was admirably adapted for its purposes, for 
it was not required, by its poor possessor, to 
cany much weight at any time. * * * After the 
woman with her jug of broth had proceeded a short 
distance, she stepped to speak with a group of 
tiiose sad looking creatures^ who sometimes con- 
gregate to conipare their miseries, a^d groan oyer 
the famishing little ones they haye left in their 
garret honies. Icameneartotiliem, andasldidso 
I heard the others asking her whom I had first no- 
ticed, wheiti she had procured the soup, £Dr so they 
designated it. She replied that a kind lady had 
giyen it to her. The Mends ejaculated seemingly 
tegether : " What a pity it is you did not get it 
before." At that moment a proud policeman, ,with 
a yery pompous and awe-strioking air, approached 
the littie coterie, ''Come, moye on! moyeon!" 
said he, and began yery busily " dispersing the 
mob." For be it obseryed, that if but two of the 
destitute come together to say a few words of com- 
fort to one another, they instantly become, in the 
eyes of the law, " a crowd," although in sober 
truth, the wealthy and fashionable may render the 
Quadrant impassable, and may effectually block 
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tip the thoroughfare of Piccadilly, and yet remain 
but ' a select few.' The poor women drew their thin 
shawls more closely around them, and walked on. 
I could not help sighing at the yast difference 
which is allowed, which is sanctioned, shall I say 
which is ordered ? to be made in the method of treat- 
ing the great and the humble . I followed the ema- 
ciated female whom I had particularly noticed,until 
I overtook her. It was no difficult matter to accom- 
plish tibis, for she walked but feebly, and appeared 
to be completely worn and jaded, "You have some- 
thing nice, I hope, there," I said, addressing her, 
" it will do you good, for you look very thin and 
ill." The poor woman started with surprise at 
hearing any person speak compassionately to her, 
and evidence any interest in her welfare. *' Hea- 
ven bless you. Sir, for your kindness," said the 
hapless creature, and the big tears filled her eyes. 
** Is it for your supper ?" I inquired, pointing to- 
wards the broth. "It is. for my old man, Sir," 
she answered, " it is not for me, a crust of bread 
will do well enough for me." " Does your husband 
require to fare better than you do?" Oh! yes, 
Sir, for he's ill abed, he can't move hand or foot 
scarce ; and I'm able to get about, and look after 
myself." "Has your husband been long ill?" 
"A month come Thursday, Sir, and I'm afeard 
he won't get pound again " " What is tlte matter 

L 3 
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with bim?'' ''He's iU altogether, Sir, but its 
fretting that's done it, Tm sure that it is." ''What 
has been troubling him so much then, is it his po- 
yertj, and thehardships you ^dhehaye to endure?" 
" Oh ! its not the scanty fare. Sir, and its not the 
hard boards to sleep upon, we all of us always knew 
what it was to haye scanty food, and a hard bed, 
and yet we were contented and happy. Its not 
that that would make the old man fret." '' You 
said fret now, aU of us; are'' there m(Mre than 
yourself and your husband then at home?" 
" There tr«rd more," said the poor woman, and she 
raised the comer of her tatU^red and faded shawl 
to her pallid face, to hide the gushing tears. 
" You seem as miserable as your partner, and you 
also are letting your grief prey upon your health." 
"Sir," said the poor woman emphatically, ''I 
haye only one pleasure now, and that is to sit still 
and listen to the great bell of that church dose by, 
when it is tolling for a burying, and to think that 
it will not be long before it toUsfbr me. Thatbell 
is almost the only thing that speaks kindly to me 
in the world, and that says what I would wish it 
to say." '' I should like to go to your room, and 
see whether I can't mend matters a little." 
" Heayen shower down its blessings upon you, 
Sir, here and hereafter." " Will it pain you, my 
good friend, to tell me something of your sad his- 
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tory on our way ?" "Oh! itwill domepounds' 
worth of good/' said the afflicted one, '' to have 
some gentleman to open my heart to. Its the first 
time for many and many a long day, that any 
human soul has been ready to listen to my sorrows. 
I haye gone through the long streets of London, 
creeping with my petition tight in my hand, wrap- 
ped up in a piece of newspaper to keep it dean 
for the gentry. My tale. Sir, is one that is yery 
common. I dare sfiy there are hundreds like me ; 
but I feel for them whoever they are. When I 
am sitting by the bedside of my eld man, through 
the long winter night, and there's no coal in the 
grate, and but a thin garment oyer me, I take out 
the tract which a good lady was kind enough to 
call one morning and leave with me, and I read of, 
the blessed saint, who, it is sure and certain, 
k at rest and happy now, because when she- felt 
herself ill and sad, she used always to sing a hynuu 
When I caU to mind old times, 8ir, and look at 
my poor husband on the bed, andlook at the little 
mattress in the comer of the room quite empty, 1 
can't sing, Sir. But I am forgetting my tale : it is* 
a simple, but sad one. Theie was my husbandand 
myself, and one little child. She was a very little 
thing. Sir, only seven years old, but she was every 
thing to her father and to me. Other, people 
thought nothing of her,but wheni wasat my wash^ 
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tub, and the good man at bis work, breaking the 
stones, we used to stop now and tben,and smile when 
we thought of seeing Jane in the evening when 
labour was over. I could bear to hear the gentry 
speak rough to me. I could bear to see fine lords 
and ladies toss their heads when they looked at me ; 
but I could not bear to hear little Jane spoke sharp 
to, it used to cut me like a razor. I used to cry 
sometimes to hear my darling spoken rough to by 
some rich child, and to see how abashed poor Jane 
would look at the sight of the other, because it 
was very well off. "Well, Sir, some two years 
ago, my husband lost his place of breaking the 
stones ; there were so many poor creatures wanting 
to do it, that the gentlemen of the parish said my 
husband mustn't have all the 'good luck' to himself; 
and I got less and less work to do, till we hadn't 
got the means to buy firewood or food, and we were 
almost starving and worn out. Poor little Jane 
began to droop. Sir, from that time ; she ought 
to have been well fed, and kept up, but it was as 
much as we could do to give her a crust, and a 
drink of water. She kept getting thinner and 
thinner, paler and paler, till you would not have 
known her for the dancing happy creature she 
used to be. She had %i old battered doll, and she 
was so fond of it she used to call it her own ehUd, 
and kiss it. My dear girl had little teaching, she 
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just knew her letters, and that was all ; she had 
been taught her alphabet by a ndghbour who used 
to notice her, and she had been taught a liftle of 
her needle ; and now she tried, when her illness 
came upon her, to work something to hang up 
oyer our chimney-piece, but she hadn't the strength 
eyen to do that. I was obliged to leaye her to go 
to the wash-tub to earn eyen the few pence that 
was needed to buy her the crust of bread that her 
dear teeth had hardly the strength to bite. I went 
to my work, Sir, but I had not spirit to do it. 

I went out to b^ for her, to pray for some help 
from the great houses all about London, but the 
petition I carried was giyen back to me unopened. 
And all the while. Sir, my only child was dying ! 
At last, I went to one house, and the footman 
was mercifal, and he took in my petition, and four 
or fiye days after, when things were almost at the 
end, and her &ther was sitting by the bedside, ex- 
pecting eyery moment would be her last, for star- 
yation had done its work, and while he was in 
agony counting her breathings, a message came to 
him that there was something for her — ^for the 
child you know. Sir, at the great house to which 
I had b^ien, if her father would tajie the trouble 
to fetch it — if her father umM take the trouble. 
Food, when it came. Sir, came too late, and little 
did it come at all. My child sunk fast, eyery 
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day getting weaker and fainter, oltbough ahe was 
BO good and so amiable ; yet, when the bones be- 
gan to come through the skin, the poor girl could 
not help lying and groaning. 

My own lamb was now on the pbint to die, and 
my good man and me were obliged to sit by and 
see her die. The parish doctor, when he was 
forced to come and see her, used to bustle in 
and bustle out again. He would say, ''Its no 
use fretting about it,'' he was not a man to 
fret about such things, ''the child can't live, 
and that's enough. There's a lady waiting to see 
me, and I can't stop. You had better give her 
nourishing food, and its no use sending to me 
about her, for I can do nothing for her." And 
all the time he was talking, he was taking snuff, 
and brushing his coat over with his hand, and 
thinking no more of the sick cbild, who was laid 
upon the bed, than if she had never had a father to 
weep for her, nor a mother who had watched oyer 
her from the hour she was bom. * * * 

The child died, Sir, with the chilly drifting 
rain coming in against her thin face. The roof of 
the house had long been very bad, and now it had 
got out of order altogether. She died, Sir, without 
a soul on earth to care for her, except her father 
and myself. Her fSather fell ill as soon as she died, 
and I think he wiU never get well any more. 



When the child was dying she felt the cold very 
muehy and all ahe asked for was fire to keep her 
warm, or a fire even to look at, that she might se&m 
warmer. Her father hnmt our old stool, leg by 
leg^ for it was then our one piece of furniture, to 
make a fire, and afterwards when ey^ry other thing 
was gone, the Imt thing i&at he touched for the 
purpose, Sir, was the battered, torn doll, of which 
I before spoke to you ; and when the little one 
gave up her breath, that doll was in the grate^ 
serving as the only fuel !" 

The narrator goes on to say, " By the time my 
informant had completed her sad tale, we had 
reached her poverty-stricken abode. It was in 
one of the most wretched courts in London, and 
her own room was the highest in the house — an 
almost empty, and entirely cheerless dwelling- 
place. We groped our way up the dark staircase 
till we arrived at tho door ; on enteriag, I discov- 
ered a man, looking very pale and ill, stretched 
upon the floor. There was no article of furniture, 
except a small mattress which lay in the corner of 
the room, and which, by its neat and clean appear- 
ance, seemed to have had so much zealous atten- 
tion bestowed upon it, that I easily surmised who 
had once reposed there, — and there in happier hours 
sung herself to sleep with the sweet note? of child- 
hood's melody. The man raised his h^ad from 
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his haid condi, upon my coming in, and looked 
towards his wife to explain to him who I was, 
and what was thereasonof my accompanying her. 
His eye was fixed upon the Yacant mattress and 
he sighed, and leiaaed to he oomfbrted becaose 
his child was not." 

It would not be difficult to enumerate many 
omilar cases to the one just described^ forin times 
of commercial depression, there is usually much 
destitution amongst the unemployed and afflicted 
poor. 

limme, is sometimes experienced. On thissub- 
ject Br. Sandwith, in his Lecture on ''The si^^e of 
Kara, and the campaign in Asia-lCinor," who was 
an eye-witness of what transpired, says, ''Gaunt 
famine stealtiiuly, but irresistibly, invades our 
weakened and cholera-striken force. The most 
rigorous search is made on all sides fbr Mdden stores 
of com, and these when found, are distributed to 
the most needy of the townspeople ; meantime men 
talk gloomily in the market-place, and the voices 
of poor women are heard crying aloud f»r bread 
for their starving fionilies. * * * Crowds of both 
soldiera and citizens assembled in the open BgnoBB 
to dig up the roots of grass. The poor children 
lately gamboling in the market-place, now wander 
about with gaunt and hungry looks, and beg for 
bread with heart-rending tones. Mothers, pale 
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and attenuated, are seen holding their feeble babes 
to their breasts, who are pining and dying on the 
dried np fonntains of exhausted nature. At this 
time the crowded mosques, khans, and houses were 
opened to receive the men that fell dying at their 
posts, Mthfiil and loyal to the last, who standing 
over a reserve of biscuit in the batteries, died of 
hunger without touching a morsel. Before the 
doors of the flour depdts women and children scrap- 
ed up the flour, mixed as it was with dust, and eat 
it. The bodies of dead horses were actually ex- 
humed and devoured, while corpses met you at 
every step being conveyed by staggering comrades 
to the pit. The very dogs had deserted the town 
and now gorged themselves on the dead bodies of 
the Bussians outside the batteries, which they had 
torn from their graves." Such scenes chill the 
blood, and make the heart stand still in an icy 
trance of disgust and horror. 

But no such scenes as these are witnessed in 
heaven. *' They hunger no more, nor thirst any 
more." The land of Canaan was renowned for its 
fertility and abundance, — a land of brooks and 
fountains, lakes and limpid springs ; it was distin- 
guished for its extensive plains, hills and dales ; 
it was fiEunous for itsiruitMness, — ^pastures of the 
richest quality, a land of wheat and barley, of 
vines, olives, flgtrees, pomegranates, blooming 

M 
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shrubs ; cavered with oderiferous plants, and flow- 
ing with milk and honey. The descriptions giren 
of the land of Canaan, indicate its pleasantness and 
plenty, and may be regarded as a type, though im- 
perfect, of the inheritance of the saints in light. 
In heaven, there are no miserable *' parish allow- 
ances," *' charity'' dresses, nor workhouse accom- 
modation ; no widow lifting her poverty-stricken 
countenance to the '' Board of Guardians," impor- 
tuning relief at their hands. There is no poverty, 
famine, nor insatiable thirst. There are no ex- 
hausted storehouses, no possibility of fcunine, nor 
exposure to want. Whatever may have been the 
destitution of the children of Gk>d on earth, when 
they arrive at their Father's house, there is ''enough 
for all, enough for each, and enough for evermore." 
They are elevated to the " peerage" in the " upper 
house," and " inherit the the kingdom prepared 
for them f^om the foundation of the world." 

2. Cruelty and Kindness, — ^The earth is no stran- 
ger to scenes of cruelty : it has been the theatre 
upon which have been performed the most diaboli- 
cal tragedies, both in barbarous and civilized coun- 
tries. The Bev. B. Moffatt gives the following 
account of a deserted mother. " We had travelled 
all day over a sandy plain, and passed a sleepless 
night from extreme thirst f^d fatigue. Rising 
early in the morning, and leaving the people to 
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get the waggon ready, I went forward to see if we 
could not perceiye some indications of water. 
After passing a ridge of bills, and advancing a 
considerable way on the plain, we discovered, at 
a distance, a little smoke amidst a few bashes, 
which seemed to skirt a ravine. On reaching the 
spot, we beheld an object of heart rending^istress. 
It was a venerable looking old woman, a living 
skeleton, sitting, with her head upon her knees. 
She appeared terrified at our presence, and espe- 
cially at me. She tried to rise, but trembling 
with weakness, sunk again to the earth. I ad- 
dressed her by thd name which sounds sweet in 
every clime, and charms even the savage ear. 
'^ My mother, fear not; we are friends, and will 
do you no harm." I put several questions to her, 
but she appeared either speechless, or afraid to open 
her lips. I again repeated, ''Pray, mother, who 
are you V* To which she replied, '' I am a wo- 
man ; I have been here four days ; my children 
have left me here to die.'' ''Your children !'' I 
interrupted. "Yes," raiedng her hand to her 
shrivelled bosom, " my own children, three sons 
and two daughters. They are gone," pointing with 
her fingers, "to yonder blue mountain, and have 
left me to die." " And pray why did they leave 
you ?" I inquired. Spreadiivg out her bands, " I 
am old, you see, ond I am no lq;Qger able to serve 
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them; when they kill game, I am too feeble to help 
in Cfniying home the flesh; I am not able to gather 
woodtomakeflre; andl cannot carry their ohildzen 
onmy back as I used to do." This k»t sentence was 
more than I conld bear ; and though my tongue 
was cleaying to the roof of my mouth for jsrantof 
water, this reply opened a fountain of tears. I 
remarked that I was surprised that she had escaped 
the lions, which seemed to abound, and to have 
approached yery near the spot where she was. 
She tookhold of the skin of her left arm with her 
fingers, andraising it up as ond would do loose lin- 
en, she added, ''I hear the lions, but there is 
nothing on me that they would eat ; 1 have no flesh 
on me for them to scent." We are told in Kay's 
<< Kaffirazian Besearches," that among the Eaffers, 
no sooner do conyulsiye symptoms make their ap- 
pearance, than the dying are immediately dedazed 
to be dead, and are at once carried out into the fo- 
rest, or laid in a ditch out of sight, and at a dis- 
tance from the place of their residence. Thousands 
are draped off from their habitations by their 
nearest relatives, and literally placed in ''the r^on 
and shadow of death," while in the actual posses- 
sion of all their rational faculties. No flriendly 
voice is heard cheering them amidst the struggLes 
of dissolving nature, no kindly helping hand is 
lent to turn them from side to side, nor wipe the 
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sweat of death from liieir brow. The same writei^ 
info!rmB us> that when Gaika, a Xaffer chief, was 
at the point of deatii, his own son coolly murdered 
one of his father's councillors in a most shocking 
manner. After accusing him of haying, in some 
way or other known only to himself, exercised a 
banefdl influence upon the health of Gaika !Here-> 
upon he was arraigned before a savage tribunal, by 
which his death had been pre-determined, because 
he was rich. His cattle were taken, his person 
scorched from head to foot, after which they taunt- 
ing told him to look up to the sun, as it was the 
last time he would ever be permitted to see it. He 
was then led away to a neighbouring tree, made to 
sit down with his back against the trunk, and with 
a strong thong slowly strangled. 

India has recently been the scene of some of the 
most cruel deeds ever perpetrated under the sun. 
The conduct of the infernal Nona Sahib, and the 
fiendish Sepoy traitors, as seen in the massacres of 
Delhi and Cawnpore, is of such a character, that 
we cannot associate it with even the semblance of 
humanity, when they wreaked their fuming ven- 
geance and stained their murderous hands in the 
blood of innocent women, playful children, and 
helpless infants. There is cruelty also in the shape 
of persecution. I have somewhere read the fol- 
lowing account of a poor little AMcan negro, only 

K 3 



138 

ten years of age, who went to hear the preaching 
of one of the missionaries, and b6oame> through 
his instramentality, a convert to the Christian re* 
Ijgion ; his master, an inyeterate enemy of missions 
hearing of it, commanded him never to go again, 
and declared he would have him whipped to death 
if he did. The poor lad, in consequence of this 
prohibitipn, was very miserable and could scarcely 
retrain from going, yet knew that his death would 
be inevitable if he did; in this critical situation 
he sought direction and assistance at the throne of 
grace. After having done this, he felt that it was 
his duty still to attend, but to be careful that this 
should never interfere with his masters business, 
and for the rest, to leave himself in the hands of 
God. He therefore went, and on his return was 
summoned to his master's presence, and after much 
violent language he received twenty-five lashes; 
and then, in a sarcastic tone of blasphemous ridi- 
cule, his master exclaimed, ''What can {esus 
Christ do for you now ?" ** He enables me to bear 
it patiently," said the poor child. ''Give him twen- 
ty lashes more," cried the cruel wretch : he was 
obeyed. " And what can Jesus Christ do foryoa 
now?" cried the unfeeling monster. "He helps me 
to look forward to a future reward," replied the 
little sufferer. "Give him twenty-five lashes 
more," vociferated the inhuman tyrant in a trans- 
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port of rage. They complied; and while he listened 
with savage delight to the extorted groans of his 
dying Tictim^ he again demanded^ — '' What can 
Jesns Christ do for you now ?" The youthM 
martyr, with the last effort of expiring nature, 
meekly answered, ** He enables me to pray for you, 
Maasa," and instantly breathed his last. Some- 
times God permits, but not approves, the persecution 
of Ejb ehildren, and often delivers themfrom their 
foes in a mysterious manner. The three Hebrews 
weie oast into the burning furnace, l|ut they passed 
through the flames unscathed. Daniel was thrown 
into the den of lions, but an angel closed the mouths 
of these ravenous creatures, and be escaped un- 
hurt. Paul and Silas were lacerated with the whip, 
thrust into the inner prison, and their feet made 
fast in the stocks, but at midnight they sang praises 
unto God, until the doors flew open, and when day- 
lightappeared the magistrates ordered the sergeants 
to aet them at liberty. 

But in the world above there is no cruelty seen 
nor felt ; no deserted parents left to famish on the 
mountains; no youthful martyr writhing beneath 
the whip of an inhuman master, because of his 
love to the Saviour ; no infuriated king ordering a 
fumaee to be heated to an unusual temperature, 
that the pious worthies who disregarded his stem 
and idolatrous mandate, might be consumed to 
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aE^ies ; no princely conspiracy forming a decree, 
and obtaining the royal signature to a statute^ con- 
demnatory of the religion of a loyal ahd faithful 
subject ; no subordinate officers hailing to prison 
the followers of Christ. No, these dark scenes 
and cruel deeds belong only to this world. The in- 
habitants aboye receive and manifest the greatest 
kindness one toward another. Hatred, persecu- 
tion and sin can never enter there. Their state is 
one of exemption from the cruelties and evils 
which are seen and endured on earth. One feeling 
pervades the countless throng, that of kindness, or 
love. Every act is an act of love, every word a 
word of love, every look a look of love, and every 
sight a sight of love. 

*' No sounds of woe their joy molest, 
No sense of pain'disturbs their rest, 
No grief is felt within." 

3. In War and Peace. — ^What scenes of War 
have been witnessed on earth ! It is recorded that 
in fifty battles fought by Caesar, he slew one mil- 
lion one hundred and ninety-two thousand of his 
enemies. And that including the loss of his own 
troops, and the slaughter of wdmen and children on 
both sides, would probably amount to two millions 
of human beings, sacrificed to the ambition of one 
man! 
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The horrors of war are impressiTely described 
in ^'Labaume's Narratiye" of fhe Bnssian Gam- 
paign, in 1812. Sept 5th, at Borodino, a redoubt 
was taken by the French, who lost one thousand 
men in the engagement. Two days after, early in 
the morning, two hundred and sixty thousand men 
were drawn up in the order of battte. The signal 
for action was given, silence was broken by 
the thundar of artillery, the battle commenced, 
became general, and the combat was dreadful. The 
fire of two hundred pieces of cannon enveloped 
the two armies in smoke, battalions fell to the 
ground dead and wounded, over whom, forty 
thousand dragoons passed whose horses' hoofs were 
dyed in blood. On this fatal day, eighty thousand 
men, and twenty-five thousand horses were sa- 
crificed at the shrine of ambition. Twenty thou- 
sand men who fell near Borodino, lay fifty-two 
days unburied, and scarcely retained tiie human 
form. The hospitals of Moscow, and Wilna, ren- 
dered this war-scene more terrible. The capital 
of the Czars was in flames, and the devouring 
element extended to thehcA^itals, containing more 
than twelve thousand wounded, nearly all these 
wretched objects perished, while several were seen 
crawling under the smoking embers, trying to ex- 
tricate themselves tcom the dead bodies around 
them. In the asylum of the latter there were 
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'' above seventeen thousand dead and dying, frozen 
and freezing ; the bodies of the former served to 
stop the cavities in windows, floors, and walls ; 
but in one of the corridors of the great Conventi 
above fifteen hundred bodies were piled up trans- 
versely, as pigs of lead or iron. Wh^i these were 
finally removed on sledges to be burnt, the most 
extraordinary figures were presented by the variety 
of their attitudes, for none appeared to be frozenin 
a composed state. Each was fixed in the last ac- 
tion of his life,in the last direction given to his litnbs; 
even the eyes retained the last expression, either 
of anger, pain or entreaty.'' In this memorable 
campaign, we are told that five hundred thousand 
lives were lost in one hundred and seventy three 
days ! 

On this subject) and of recent occurrence. Dr. 
Sandwith, in his lecture on '' The Siege of Kars, 
&c.'' says, '' I rode over that fatal ground while 
yet the blood was fi^shly flowing, and never can 
those sights and sounds of woe be efiaced from my 
memory. Fine stalwart human forms, the grisly 
warrior and the beardless youth, lay in heaps, 
torn and mangled by every conceivable wound, 
while groans for mercy, screams of sudden pain, 
and cries for water, or for the kindest a&d last of 
all friends, for Death itself, arose from amidst each 
heap of human agony. Scarce coul4 my mind 
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conceive what my eyes beheld in the magnitude of 
human woe that lay before me. Six thousand fel- 
low creaturps lay bleeding and dying on the fatal 
field ; and how many bleeding and agonising 
hearts in a distant land did these represent ?" 

No one can tell the amount of misery and de- 
vastation occasioned by war; and in the rebellion 
of India, the lives of several devoted Christian 
Missionaries have been sacrificed, and scores of 
families clothed in sackcloth. 

But in the kingdom above, there is no element of 
contention, no armies rushing to battle, no in- 
fringement of each others rights and privileges, 
no striving for territorial possession, nor battlings 
for honour. There are no disguised animosities 
cherished in the breast, nor secret plotting to over- 
throw the government. All the provinces of that 
vast empire are in a settled state, and universal 
tranquillity is enjoyed. The subjects of King 
Jesus never liffc a sword, nor point a spear ,* there 
peace and good-will reign undisturbed. The great 
family is never startled at tlie sudden approach of 
an enemy, nor terrified by the clash of arms. 
^Everlasting peace was proclaimed when Lucifer 
and his confederates were hurled Hke lightning 
from heaven ; and although the great usurper is 
heading a rebellious host against the kingdom and 
soldiers of Christ on earth, those in heaven are be- 
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yond his reach. They dwell in a peaceable habita- 
tioiij, in a sore dwelling, and in a qniet resting 
place. 

4. In Ajfl/ietian and MeaUA. — ^What affliction is 
experienced here ! It is the common lot of men. 
Howerer dirersified their drenmstances and moral 
character, all are subject to grief and suffering, 
whether they shiyer in the chills of poyerty, or roll 
in affluence; reside in damp cellars, or in splendid 
mansions ; sleep on a mattress of straw, or a bed of 
down ; are adorned in rags, or attired in purple ; 
move in the circles of the '' offscouring" or the 
honourable. Affliction entered the resid^ice of 
the nobleman at Capernaum, and the dwellixig of 
the widow of Zarephath, the former was rich, 
but the fuel of the latter was only a few sticks, 
her store of proTision being a handful of meal and 
a few drops of oil. Naaman, who rode in his 
chariot, was smitten with leprosy ; and Lazarus, 
in his poverty, was coyered with sores; Hezekiah, 
king of Judah, was sick to the death ; and the wo- 
man, with an issue of blood, spent all her living 
onphysiciansof novalue; Job, in the depth of his 
sorrow, sat down among the ashes ; and the daily 
visiter at the gate of the temple lacked strength 
in his ankle bones. All are liable to temporal 
evils, which no policy can avert, which royalty 
cannot awe, which power cannot arrest, which 
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licheB cannot bribe^ which tyranny cannot subdue, 
which authority cannot control, which pleasure 
cannot banish, and which medical skill cannot re- 
moYe. Earthly enjoyments are ephemeral, and 
the sunshine of prosperity is often shaded with 
clouds of misfortune and disappointment. 

In the family above there are no physical imped- 
i^ents to interrupt their bliss. No raging fevers^ 
wasting consumptions, lingering decrepitude, apo- 
plexy, or palsied limbs. No impaired organs 
of sight or hearing, no enfeebled intellectual 
&culties, nor leaning^^on a staff gasping for 
breath, with time-furrowed and toil-worn counte- 
nances, sure types of declining life. No travel- 
ling, nor voyaging to distant climes in quest of 
health and a more congenial air. The inhabitants 
are never sick. There is no saddening influence felt, 
no cheerless vision meets the eye. No hurricane 
sweeps athwart the celestial plain, no tempest 
agitates the crystal sea, no doud gathers on the 
sky, nor a shadow hangs over their happy home. 
No medical attendant is ever required, no surgical 
operations are ever performed, nor healing balm 
needed. They exist in ever-dunng bloom, free 
from pain and infirmity. ** There shall be no more 
sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any 
more pain, for the former things are passed away.'' 

N 
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5. In Berea/oemmt and Exemptum frwoi Loss. — 
''There is a time to be born, and a time to 
die." This world is a valley of tears. What 
affecting scenes and blighted hopes are witnessed 
here ! Sarah breathed her last in the vale of 
Mamre, and Abraham mourned for her at the cave 
of Machpelah. Jacob said, '* Me have ye bereaved 
of my children/' and when he died the Egyptians 
mourned for him seventy days. When Josiah was 
slain in the valley of Megiddon, and his body con- 
veyed to Jerusalem, and interred in the sepulchre 
of his fathers, aU Judah^and Jerusalem lamented 
his death. When Job was informed of the death 
of his children, he rent his mantle, and fell upon 
the ground. These were oriental customs, and 
were expressive of great sorrow in a time of ca- 
lamity. David exclaimed, '' Would God, I had 
died for thee, Absalom, my son !" Bachel wept 
for her children, and refused to be comforted, be- 
cause they were not. The widow of Nain was in 
tears whepi her only son expired; and when Laza- 
rus was dead, Martha cried, ** Lord ! if thou 
hadst been here, my brother had not died ;" and 
Mary fell at His feet and repeated the same words. 

What anxious watchings over the sick and dy- 
ing! What withered flowers, faded roses, and 
fallen cedars, are beheld on earth ! What throb- 
bing hearts, severed connexions, dissolved Mend- 



147 

ships, riven ties, broken links, parting straggles, 
last looks, melting embraces, final utterances, 
faint whispers, aching hearts, and extinguished 
tapers, are here! Signals of distress, gloomy 
memorials, traces of mortality, emblems of death, 
and wrecks of humanity, are strewed over the 
earth. Many who began life with us are in hea- 
yen, and others who came into the world at sub- 
sequent periods, have passed us on^ the road, and 
arrived at the terminus of their journey before us. 

« Our life contains a 'thousand spiings, 

And dies if one be gone ; 
Strange that a harp of thousand strings, 

Should keep in tune so long. " 

But in heaven there is *^ no more death." There 
are no pallid cheeks, expiring groans, closed eyes, 
nor sealed lips. No parent printing a last kiss 
on the clay-cold cheek of an affectionate ohild, no 
* passing-bell,' corpse, cofSin, shroud, mourners, nor 
funeral dirge. Tears shall never course the cheek, 
the foot-prints of death shall never be seen, nor 
the pall of mourning ever hang on the face of the 
azure sky. There is nothing to chafe the spirit, 
to create alarm, for death has no existence there ; 
no distressful trepidation nor frustration of che- 
rished purposes. They have passed from the land 
of disquietude to the region that admits no inter- 
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ruption: their' s is life eternal. ''This mortal 
shall put on immortality/' " And God shall wipe 
away all tears from their eyes : and there shall be 
no more death." 

** No parted friends 
O'er moumftd recollections haye to weep ; 
No bed of death enduring love attends, 
To watch the coming of a pulseless sleep.*' 

6. In viciaui and virtuous Society ; or, from the 
Character of their Inhabitants, — In every age since 
the fall, there has been a mixed community on 
earth, contemporaries in vice and virtue. In- 
stance Cain and Abel ; the corrupt antediluvians 
and the God-fearing Noah ; Pharaoh and Moses ; 
Balaam and Aaron ; Adoni-bezek and GKdeon ; 
Achor and Joshua ; Saul and Samuel ; Nabal and 
Ahimelech; Shimei and Jehosophat; Ahab and 
Elisha ; Jereboam and Josiah ; Belshazzar and 
Daniel; Herod and Simeon ; Judas, the traitor, and 
John, the beloved disciple. There is a mixed So- 
ciety at the present day. The sincere and 
hypocritical, the honest and fraudulent, the tem- 
perate and drunken, the virtuous and unchaste, 
the charitable and penurious, the preacher and 
assassin, the Christian and the sceptic, are in- 
cluded in the aggregate of society. 

" It is really terrible to think," says the Rev. 
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T. Binney, ''bow the greatest virtue and thd 
greatest yillany, — ^the largest and meanest soul, — 
self-sacrificing love and intense selfishness, — ^inefGEt- 
ble goodness and sordid lust, may come togeth^ 
into nearness and contact in a world like this ; only 
think, — Jesus and Judas in the same room ! But 
it is so still. Such sorts of contact can yet occur, 
though not of beings so largely apart. A delicate, 
loving, pure minded woman, may have sat in the 
same public carriage with a murderer or mur- 
deress, reeking with blood, and fleeing from jus- 
tice ! In the same company may be conversing 
together eminent piety and secret sin ! Touching 
each other in the same pew, in the church of God, 
may be one who is '' simple concerning evil,'' and 
another to whom vice has left nothing unrevealed." 
But the family in heaven is not composed of a 
promiscuous or indiscriminate multitude, but of the 
spotless and the holy of all nations. Abraham and 
all the patriarchs, Isaiah and all the prophets, 
Paul and all the apostles, Stephen and all the mar- 
tyrs, Luther and all the pious reformers, and all 
who have honoured God in their day and genera- 
tion, and remained faithful unto death. 

** What a countless company, 
Stand before yon dazzling throne !'* 

What charms and attractions heaven has to the 
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Christian ! his treasure and his heart are there. 
''His dearest earthly Mends havegone there. His 
home on earth is eitiier broken up, or is robbed of 
its chief interest to him. The world has lost its 
charms ; he expects and wishes for nothing which 
it can give. But his home is in the skies. There 
he expects to find all which he has lost, and to be 
perfectly like Christ. When that man reads of 
heaven, when he hears descriptions of it, his *' soul 
longeth, yea, even fEonteth, for its courts." 

When we reflect upon the poverty, fEonine, 
cruelty, war, afiSiction, and bereavements, ex- 
perienced on earth ; and the abundance, kindness, 
peace, health, and exemption from all evils enjoyed 
in heaven ; and also the character of their inhab- 
itants, the scenes are very disBiniilar and the 
contrast striking. 



CHAPTER X. 



THE PBOZDOTY OP THE BIYISED FAMILY. 



" £t'& now, by fidth, we join our hands 
Witli those that went before, 

And greet the blood-betprinkled bands, 
On the eternal shore.' 



»t 



The proximity of this diyided family will appear 
when we consider^ 

L ITirii* adfae&nt ZoeaUUes. — *' Earth is but an 
out-lying colony and dependency of the empire of 
heayen." Men have professedly computed the ve- 
locity of light and sound, classified and numbered 
the stars of the firmament, measured the distances 
of the planets, and discovered the mineralogical 
constitution of the earth. But as the locality of 
heaven cannot be ascertained, nor its radius fixed, 
its distance cannot be calculated. On this subject 
astronomical assertions would be unfounded. The 
Scriptures seem to warrant or indicate the idea of 
nearness to the eternal woiid. Jacob on one occa- 
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sion concluded that he was at the " Gate of hea- 
ven/' and if he were at the ** gate/' he was not far 
from the place. Christians are not really in heaven, 
but they are raised up, and made to sit together 
with Christ in heavenly places. They are in the 
neighbourhood of heaven, their employment is on 
the frontiers of immortality, and in due time will 
be called from the toils of an arduous warfare to 
their father's house, not as visiters, but eternal 
residents. '' Ye are come unto Mount Zion, and 
unto the city of the living God, the heavenly Jeru- 
salem, and to an innumerable company of angels, 
to the general assembly and church of the first- 
bom, and to God, the Judge of all, and to the 
spirits of just men made perfect." 

2. Their brief Separation. — **But this I say, 
brethren, the time is short: it remaineth, that 
both they that have wives be as though they had 
none ; and they that weep, as though they wept 
not ; and they that rejoioe, as though they rejoiced 
not ; and they that buy, as though they possessed 
not; and they that use this world, as not abusing 
it : for the fashion of this world passeth away." 
Time is positively short — the sands of life run fast. 
Threescore years and ten, pass away like a tale 
that is told, and forgotten. Time is comparatively 
short, when contrasted with the ages before the 
flood, when measured with eternity, and when 
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we consider the great and important work to be 
accomplished within its narrow compass. *' We 
stand as it were on a bank of crumbling sand, wash- 
ed by the waves on erery side, every wave leaves 
our foothold less secure." A broken cistern, a 
bubble on a rapid stream, a fading leaf, a passing 
cloud, a falling star, a weaver's shuttle, the flight 
of an eagle, a span, a breath, a dream — are appro- 
priate emblems of human life. 

3. Their constant Approximation, — Saints on 
earth and the redeemed in glory are constantly 
approaching towards each other ; the former are 
wending their way to the realms of the latter, and 
ere long will meet and form one great, undivided 
household. There is but a narrow strip of land to 
cross, only a few more stages to travel, and but a 
few more storms to brave. Some are near the sun- 
set of a chequered career, and the dusk of the even- 
ing is gathering over others. The sun, moon, and 
stars are being darkened, the keepers of the house 
tremble, strong men bow to the earth, they expe- 
rience dimness of sight, they startle at the voice of 
the bird, their musical powers are impaired, they 
turn dizzy and fearful, trifling things become bur- 
densome, and desire fails. The river Jordan sepa- 
rated the wilderness and the land of Canaan, and 
the two countries in which this family reside are 
divided by the stream of death. Christian, thy 
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route through the wilderness is nearly accom- 
plished, thou ar 1 almost oyer the isthmus of time, 
thou art but a few ftirlongs or feet from the yerge 
of the riyer; it may be thou art standing on 
the brink and casting a ' wishful eye' oyer its 
dark, cold wayes, anxious to cross to the opposite 
shore. 

'* Shudder not to pass the stream ; 
Venture all thy care on Him ; 
Him vhose dying Ioyo and power, 
Still*d the tempest, hnsh'd its roar. 

' Safe is the expanded waye, 
Gentle as the summer's eye, 
Not one object of His care, 
Eyer suffered shipwreck there.'' 

4. I^MT rapid li^angUtan. — ^As there is but a step 
between life and death, so there is but a brief space 
to be trayersed from earth to heayen. No sooner 
is the soul dismissed from the body than it is 
present with the Lord. Death is a yalley, a deep, 
but short defile, that is much frequented, that is 
generally thronged, and on whose slopes the shad- 
ows of time flicker and expire ; and a-head is the 
boundless ocean of eternity. It may be toilsome, 
affecting, and painful work to pass the yalley, but 
it is the appointed home- way. To a Christian it 
is not a dark yalley, nor lit up with moonbeams ; 
it is radiant with celestial sun- light. Hope bums 
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her lights, and faith's strong eye pierces the veil, 
and JehoYah exclaims, ** Fear not, for I am with 
thee." The taper is soon extinguished, the tran- 
sition "from glory to glory" is quick and imper- 
ceptible. We may surround the couch of a dying 
Ohristian,and witness the last pulsation of his frame, 
but we cannot yiew the soul in its noiseless exit to 
the spirit world. Jesus said to the expiring male- 
factor, " To-day, thou shalt be with me in Para- 
dise." ''The dying felon had scarcely groaned 
his last on Calvary when he opened his eyes 
in Paradise. He passed direct from a cross to a 
throne, from consummate ignominy to celestial 
honour. Ere his dying wail had spent itself, he 
had begun the song of immortality ; ere his man- 
gled frame was cold and stiff in death, his feet had 
trod the crystal pavement of " the Holy City," 
and Ids fingers had struck celestial notes from a 
" golden lyre." 

"There," says Hamilton, "lies my friend. 
He hastens to depart. Death is upon him. The 
change is well nigh come. How little intervenes 
between his present humiliations and his awaiting 
glories ! I tremble to think what in au instant he 
must be ! How unlike all he was ! How extreme 
to all he is ! I bend over thee, and mark thy 
wasted, pallid form: I look up, and there is 
ascending above mo an angel's form ! I stoop to 



156 

thee, and just can catch thy feeble, gasping whis- 
per: — ^I listen, and there floats aronnd me a seraph's 
song ! I take thy hand, tremulous and cold : — it 
is -waving to me from yonder skies ! I wipe thy 
brow, damp and furrowed : — ^it is enwreathed with 
the garland of yictory ! I slake thy lip, bloodless, 
and parched: — ^itis drinking the living fountains, 
the oyerflowing springs of heaven !" 

As he comes within sight of his long-desired 
happy home, and within the harp sound of the 
skies, he lingers not to admire the receding land- 
scape, nor hesitates to let go his grasp of earth, 
nor scruples to leave his stranded vessel on the 
sands, and enter ''the desired haven." 

" One gentle ligh their fetters break, 
We scarce can say they're gone, 

Before the willing spirit takes 
Her mansion near the throne." 

5. ITmr eoUeetwe Siaie, — While some of the 
members of this family were contemporaries^ others 
were separated by long intervals of time. The 
ages before the Christian era have been generally 
and chronologically divided thus : — ^From the 
creation of the world to the deluge, comprehend- 
ing 1656 years; from the deluge to the entrance of 
Abraham into the promised land, a period of 426 
years; from the entrance of Abraham into the 
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promised land to Hhe departure of the Israelites 
from Egypt, 430 years; from the exodus of the 
Israelites to the foundation of the temple by 
Solomon, 480 years ; from the foundation of the 
temple to the Babylonish captivity, 424 years; 
and from the Babylonish captivity to the birth of 
Jesus, 588 years. From Moses to Malachi we 
have a period of 1000 years, or from Moses in the 
Desert, to the time when the Apostle John wrote 
in Asia Minor, there was a period of about 1 500 
years. Glancing at the ages prior, and sub- 
sequent to the advent of the Saviour, we find the 
dates of their existence very remote, Enoch and 
Paul, in point of time, were wide apart, so were 
Noah and Stephen. In this world they have been 
and are stiU separated, by distance of place. They 
are to be found in the East and in the West, in 
the North and in the South, but they will all be 
brought together. what an event must that be, 
when the soul has passed beyond this vale of tears, 
and is ushered into a strange world of unmingled 
blessedness, and with fixed astonishment ex- 
claims, "My Lord and my God!" 

** And is this hearen ? And am I here ? 
How short the road ? How swift the flight ? ' ' 

And what sights, feelings, and sounds will be 
experienced in heaven when all the family meet, 
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when the Lord shall send his angels, and gather all 
His children from the four quarters of the earth ! 
Jjot one shall he lost, overlooked, nor left hehind. 
In its collective state it will be perfect. " That 
in the dispensation of the falness of times he might 
gather together in one all things in Christ, both 
which are in heaven, and which are on earth, even 

in him." 

Your attention has been directed to the Head of 
the family of heaven and earth, to the members 
of whom it is composed, to the privileges which 
they possess, to the uniformity which they exhibit, 
to the conditions of adoption, to the evidences of 
membership, to the future residence of the children 
of God, to the happiness of their eternal home, to 
the contrast of earthly and heavenly scenes, and 
to the proximity of the divided family. 

IN CONCLUSION I WILL ADDRESS 

1 . The impenitent Sinner. — " You are of your fa- 
ther the devil, for his works ye do." Your camal 
minds are enmity against God, but notwithstand- 
ing, you hope to go to heaven, to be pardoned before 
you die, to become a member of the heavenly fa- 
mily in due time ; but your hopes bum dimly, for 
they are groundless, and it is possible your antici- 
pations may never be realised. Many are in per- 
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dition who never intended, or believed they should 
go there. Only "he that taketh warning shall 
deliver his soul." Do you object to the method, 
or conditions of pardon ? " Eepentance toward 
God, and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ," are 
the terms of admission into the family I have 
described. But you demur at the appointed means, 
the plan is too simple, the requirements too hu- 
miliating, they are not what you could wish them 
to be ; you would rather do some great thing, per- 
form some meritorious work, or obtain admission 
into heaven by another door of entrance, but this 
cannot be. 

Naaman had to obey the instruction of the 
prophet, or endure his leprosy, and you must be 
saved in God's way or perish. He will neither 
rescind nor modify the conditions stated in His 
word, to meet your views. 

Are you rich ? The way to heaven, and the terms 
of adoption are the same for you, as the poorest 
peasant of the land. Here is a level where the 
prince and the beggar, the refined and the rustic, 
the great and the small, the master and the ser- 
vant> the learned and the illiterate, the king and 
the subject all meet. Are you poor ? Your poverty 
will not entitle you to, nor exclude you from, a 
seat in the upper house. " Except ye repent, ye 
shall all likewise perish." 
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2. TkeWanderer, — You may retain your member- 
Bhip in the church, and yet be a backslider in heart; 
you may attend the means of grace, and never- 
theless be devoid of spiritual enjoyment ; you may 
pass fck a member of the family, and still be an 
alien ; or you may have plunged into open sin, and 
your apostacy may be too well known in the church 
and in the world. You have forfeited you privileges, 
neglected your duties, completely lost the family 
likeness, and sacrificed your moral reputation. 
Yours is a deplorable case, entitled it is true to 
Christian sympathy. Like the prodigal, you have 
left home, wandered into a far country, and are 
in a state of spiritual destitution. But let your 
return be like his, your repentance genuine as hia, 
your confession candid as his. Say, " I will arise, 
and go to my Father," and your reception and 
re-adoption into the family of heaven will be as 
respectful and cordial as his. 

** The joy to the artist who perceives the picture 
rising into life under his gentle touches, or the plea- 
sure to the sculptor, who chips the rude marble 
till the cold stone breathes beneath his animated 
hand, is a pleasure of a very ordinary nature, com- 
pared with the joy a parent feels when he receives 
his long-lost child. Thus will your heavenly Fa- 
ther rejoice over your return, and make it an occa- 
sion of rejoicing to the angels in heaven. " Like- 
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wise, I say, unto you, there is joy in the presence of 
the angels of God over one sinner that repenteth." 
But if ye remain impenitent and obstinate, God 
will cast you off for ever. You have timely warn- 
ing, and are affectionately urged to ** return unto 
the Lord, and he will have mercy upon you, and 
to our God, for He will abundantly pardon." 

3. The Penitent. — ^You are convinced "of sin, of 
righteousness, and of judgment to come," You 
feel the burden of your guilt, are sensible of your 
danger, and anxiously inquiring, " What must I do 
to be saved ?' * Beware of the temptations of Satan. 
He will tell you there is time enough yet, that you 
need not be alarmed, inasmuch as aU will be right 
at the last. Guard against false doctrine. Some 
will call it excitement of the brain, a confused im- 
agination, a nervous irritation, and a needless dis- 
quietude. Others will advise you to "wait the 
Lord's time, that you cannot do anything towards 
your salvation, that if it be His blessed will, he 
will save you in his good pleasure." Miserable 
comforters are these. This doctrine is as false as 
it is destructive to souls, and displeasing to God. 
To say that you can do nothing is not true ; you 
have power to act, a judgment to exercise, a mem- 
ory to recollect, and a will to determine. God will 
not repent for you, nor believe for you ; this is your 
work, this you can do, this you must do, or be lost. 
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Lot the Bible be your guide in this important mat- 
ter. You might have been pardoned years ago; 
then \vhy delay ? ** Now is the accepted time, 
and behold now is the day of salvation.'* You 
need not go mourning for years, months, weeks, 
nor even days, before you obtain forgiveness. You 
may be saved now. God is willing, Christ is ready, 
the Holy Spirit is waiting, pardon is offered; "Come 
for all things are now ready;'* then why delay? 
*' Look unto me, and be ye saved," is the voice of 
mercy. Look personally, directly, and in oonfidence, 
'* Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away 
the sin of the world," 

Bunyan, when describing a burdened penitent 
receiving relief by the cross, says, **He ran, but 
not without diflSculty, tiU he came to a place some- 
what ascen^ling ; and on that place was a cross ; 
and hard by, a little below, was a sepulchre. So 
I saw in my dream, that when Christian came up 
with the cross, the burden that was on his back 
began to loose from it, and at length it tumbled, 
and so continued until it came to the mouth of the 
sepulchre, where it fell in, and I saw it no more. 
Then was Christian merry and lightsome of heart; 
and he said, 'He hath given me rest by His sorrow, 
and life by His death.' He stood awhile to look 
and wonder; for it was very surprising to him, 
that the sight of that cross should so ease him of 
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his burden ; and as he looked and wondered, the 
fountains that were in his head did cause the wat^t 
to fall down his cheeks. And as he wept, and look- 
ed, and wondered, behold ! three shining ones came 
to him and greeted him, saying, * Peace be with 
thee.' The first of them said, * Thy sins are for- 
given thee.' The second took from him his filthy 
rags, and clothed him in a change of raiment. 
And the third set a mark upon his forehead, and 
gave him a roll, in which he was to read as he 
journeyed, and at last to deliver in, when he came 
to the gate of the city. And so they went their 
way. Then Christian gave three leaps for joy, and 
went on, singing, — 

*' Thus far did I come burden'd with my sin, 
Nor could aught ease the grief that I was in, 
Till I came hither. What a place is this ! 
Must here be the beginning of my bliss ? 
Must here the burden fall from off my back ? 
Must here the strings that bound it to me crack ? 
Blest cross ! blest sepulchre ! rather blest be He, 
The man that there hath borne the shame for me." 

4. ThsYoung, — "Eemember now thy Creator, in 
the days of thy youth." " Are you taking lessons 
upon the piano ? — There are harps in heaven, and 
God has sent His teachers down to shew you how 
to touch their golden strings. This is an education. 
Are you preparing to make a graceful debut in the 
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tipper circles of society ? Yonder are upper 
circles of spirits blessed and pure, and angels of 
highest rank ; and not be the graeeftdy full of the 
grace of Him who walked gracefully those golden 
streets amid the quiring cherubim, and the rough 
road to Calvary's top, amid the imprecations of 
blood-bought man ; none but those can be admit- 
ted to their Society. To make a graceful debut 
there will require an education which the fjistidious 
fashion of this world never dreamed of; an educa- 
tion, too, whose lessons must be learnt in this 
m/ant school of time. Your heavenly Father has 
fitted the world around you with invisible teachers. 
" The Spirit and the Bride, say, come :" Come, 
learn of Him who was meek and lowly in heart, 
and he will teach you the court language of the 
heavenly communion^ the songs that he taught the 
seraphim when eternity was young — the songs 
that tremble on every golden harp, and float in the 
melody of angel lips, and all its sublime teachings ; 
and nature spreads out the breathing leaves of her 
vast volume, and, with all the minstrelsey of her 
ten thousand tongues, comes in, under tutor of 
revelation, to educate you for those successive cir- 
cles of society which shall carry you upward firom 
communion to communion, into the fellowship of 
angels round the throne." 
Why should you be in pursuit of pleasures which 
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are so soon to fade ? Why should yoii eagerly in- 
dulge an ezcessiye fondness for fashions and 
amusements which are so soon to pass away, and 
which are frequently followed with remorse and 
condemnation ; and at the same time neglect the 
weightier matters of your salvation ? Do not pre- 
sume on the ftiture, for that is uncertain. " Con- 
secrate your service this d ay unto the Lord. ' ' Take 
warning by the following anecdote. " The Kev. 
Mr. E. calling to visit one of his hearers, saw a 
young lady in the parlour who had come for tlie 
use of the water on account of her health. Ob- 
serving her unusually pensive, the minister took 
the liberty to enquire the reason. She answered, 
' Sir, I will think no more of it, it was only a 
dream, and I will not be so childish as to be alarm- 
ed at a dream. But, Sir,' said she, * I will tell 
you my dream, and then I will think of itno more.* 
She then repeated as follows : * I dreamed I was 
at the ball where I intended to go to-night. Soon 
after I was in the room I was taken very ill, and 
they gave me a smelfing bottle, and then I was 
brought home into this room, and I was put into 
that elbow chair,' pointiug to it, ' and fainted and 
died ! I then thought I was carried by an angel 
to a place where there were angels, and holy peo- 
ple in abundance, singing hymns and praises to 
God : that I found myself very unhappy there 
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and desired to go firom thence. My conductor 
said, if I did I should never come there again ! 
He then violently whirled me about and I fell 
down, down, down through blackness, and flames, 
and sulphur, the dread of which awoke me.' The 
minister endeavoured by every possible argument 
to dissuade the young lady from going to the ball 
that night ; but in vain ! she answered, ' I will 
go. I will not be so foolish as to mind a dream.' 
She did go, and soon after she came into the ball- 
room she was taken ill, and as she dreamed, a 
smelling bottle was given her. She was carried 
home into the room, and put into that very elbow 
chair represented in the dream, she fainted, and 
died. Awful warning, awful event." 

Mary H., of P , was a steady and much 

respected Sabbath School scholar and teacher 
for 17 or 18 years; she was distinguished for 
her punctuality and attachment to the School. 
A few months previous to her death, she was 
impressed with a sense of her unworthiness, 
and the necessity of a chftnge of heart. Those 
impressions were deepened by a few words 
spoken by the writer in the prayer-meeting after a 
sermon, on Thursday, March 19th, 1857. Sun- 
day, 22d, was a stormy day, but Mary was at 
the preaching in the afternoon ; her home being a 
distance from the chapel, she took tea at a friend's 



167 

house, thinking that if she returned home, her 
parents might raise ohjections to her going out in 
the eyening, as she complained of having taken 
cold. At the close of the service, she and a female 
companion remained at the prayer meeting, at 
which hoth of them obtained mercy, and went home 
rejoicing in the Lord. On the following morning 
she was seized with affliction, and gradually 
sunk under its virulence ; and on April 2d, she 
exchanged mortality for life, aged 25 years. Just 
a fortnight intervened between her conversion in 
the chapel, and her remains being deposited in the 
grave. How affecting the contrast ! Her friends 
rejoicing over her repentance in the house of prayer, 
and in fourteen days after they were weeping at 
her grave ! During her brief illness, her prospects 
were bright, her faith unwavering, her soul happy^ 
and her expressions melting, many of which will 
long be remembered. Alluding to her conversion 
a little before her death, she said, '' I was but just 
in time," and urged all her friends and members 
of the family to seek the Lord, that they might meet 
her in heaven. This case suggests an important 
lesson to the young. You may be outwardly mo- 
ral, and even take an active part in the Sabbath 
School, or be engaged in other important labours^ 
but if unconverted, all this will be unavailing. 
Mind that you are not "too late." Your death 
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may be Budden, and as unlooked for, as the one 
alluded to. My yonng friend, I repeat the cau- 
tion, mind yon are not '' too late." Come to Jesus, 
now, to-morrow may be " too late." 

5. The Aged, — '' It is high time to awake out of 
sleep." With you morning is gone, it is past 
noon, and erening is fEist approaching, and yet 
you are unconverted, therefore unfit to die. Per- 
haps you acknowledge the necessity and importance 
of ** working out your own salvation with fear and 
trembling," but never apply yourselves to the work. 
A review of your past life ought to produce in your 
heart deep contrition and self-abhorrence. A con- 
templation of your past follies, misapplied talents, 
and neglected privileges, furnish a sufficient motive 
to " prepare to meet your God." It is your duty, 
as well as your interest, to prepare for death 
and eternity. " How solemn," says the Rev. J. 
Parsons, '' is your existence ! It is to be ui ex- 
istence in heaven or in hell : an existence, where 
before the blaze of the beatific glory, you shall 
hymn the hallelujahs of everlasting gratitude and 
joy J or, an existence where, in the shadows of a 
more than midnight darkness, you shall be heard 
wailing and cursing, — ^be found agonised, * tor- 
mented day and night, among the lost, for ever and 
for ever." Let the thought of your mispent life, 
your responsibility, immortality, and brief con- 
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tinuance on earth, stimulate you'^to immediate 
action ; let the goodness, forbearance, and long- 
suffering of God, lead yon to repentance ; let the 
love, compassion, and sufferings of Christ, con- 
strain you to His senrice ; let the terrors of the 
Lord remind you of ' wrath to come ;' and.the in- 
vitations, warnings, and promises contained in His 
word, induce you to " escape for your life." " For 
if the word spoken by angels was steadfast, and 
every transgression and disobedience received a 
just recompence of reward, how shall we escape if 
we neglect so great salvation.'' 

6. The Children of God. — ^Let me remind you of 
the power, wisdom, omnipresence, omniscience, 
goodness,, justice, holiness, and immutability, of 
your hefi^venly Father; and be grateful for the rela- 
tionship you sustain to Him. Think of the members 
of whom the family of heaven and earth is com- 
posed; namely, angels, archangels, cherubim, 
seraphim, the spirits of just men made perfect, 
of glorified infants, and little children, who are 
before the throne, and of all Christians on earth ; 
and rejoice that you are included in the royal 
household. Observe the privileges you now possess; 
such as instruction, correction, protection, support, 
fellowship, honour ; and duly appreciate them. 
Beflect upon the uniformity of the family above 
and beneath ; in acknowledgment, interest, af- 
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fection, likeness, and experience, and '' be not 
slothful, bat followers of them who through 
faith and patience are nowinheritingthe promises." 
Bemember the conditions of adoption, and thank 
God that you liaye experienced the new birth, 
which includes a conviction of sin, repentance, 
surrender, confession, prayer, fedth, and obedience. 
Examine the evidences or tests of membership, 
such as restitution, a public confession of Jesus, 
separation from the world, union with the church, 
activity in the cause of God, the possession of the 
spirit of Christ ; and if you have these elements of 
character, continue to let your light shine be- 
before men. Consider the future residence pre- 
pared for you, the house itself, its situation, 
magnitude, charm, durability ; and press forward. 
Contemplate the happiness of this eternal home ; 
the shelter, rest, re-union, recognition, endearment, 
intercourse, multitude, hospitality, vision, security; 
and be encouraged. Forget not the great contrast 
of heaven and earth, in the scenes they present ,- in 
poverty and abundance, in cruelty and kindness, 
in war and peace, in affliction and health, in be- 
reavement and exemption from loss, in vicious and 
virtruous society; and strive to excel in "whatso- 
ever things are true, honest, just, pure, lovely, and 
of good report. * ' Endeavour to realise in your own 
minds the proximity of the divided family ; in their 
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adjacent localities, brief separation, constant ap- 
proximation, rapid transition, and of the great and 
final gathering in heaven ; and ''set your affections 
on things above." Think how near you are to 
glory ; and be watchful. Do you not in imagina- 
tion listen to the billows which break upon the 
sandy margin of this shore of being, and feel the 
moistening influence of the spray cast up by the 
verging ocean of eternity ? You have abundant 
cause to be encouraged amidst the toils, sorrows, 
and disappointments of this life, inasmuch as your 
immunities and blessings are great and numerous. 
" Behold, what manner of love the Father hath 
bestowed upon us, that we should be called the 
sons of God." This is not your rest, your pilgrim- 
age is short, and your conflicts will soon subside. 
When your heart is overwhelmed, look to the lulls 
whence cometh your salvation; when slander 
moves her poisonous tongue, think of Him whose 
name was cast out as evil; when assailed by perse- 
cution, think of the Saviour's words, "Blessed are 
ye when men shall revile you and persecute you." 
While wrestling with " principalities and powers," 
think of the royal approval, " Well done thou good 
and faithful servant, enter thou into the joy of thy 
Lord." As racers think of the goal and the cloud 
of witnesses, and, ''so run that ye may obtain/' 
As mariners tossed on a stormy ocean and your 
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frail bark quivers in the tempest, think of those 
who are safely landed on Canaan's tranquil shore, 
who will hail your arrival. ' * Wherefore the rather, 
brethren, give diligence to make your calling and 
election sure : for if ye do these things, ye shall 
never fall : for so an entrance shall be ministered 
unto you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom 
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Wherefore 
I will not be negligent to put you always in re- 
membrance of these things, though ye know them, 
and be established in the present truth. Yea, I 
think it meet, as long as I am in this tabernacle, 
to stir you up by putting you in remembrance ; 
knowing that shortly I must put off this my tab- 
ernacle, even as our Lord Jesus Christ hath shewed 
me. Moreover, I will endeavour that ye may be 
able after my decease to have these things always 
in remembrance." "For this cause I bow my 
knees unto the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, of 
whom the whole family in heaven and earth is 
named." 

" Ask'st thou of heayen ? 
*Tis a home where parting is unknown ; 
Where round the everlasting throne, 
Hearts that on earth oft loved to hlend 
At mercy's footstool, meet at last, 
When the cares that strew 'd life's path 
Are past." 
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